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QUESTIONS  OF  THE  HOUR. 


SOME  THOUGHTS  ABOUT  THE 
FOREIGN  FIELD. 

Rev.  T.  II.  Achison,  Denver , Col. 

Among  the  many  things  that  could  be 
considered  let  us  notice: 

1.  Very  much  of  the  world  is  yet  une- 
vangelized. 

God  said  one  day  to  Joshua : “Thou  art 
old  and  stricken  in  years,  and  there  re- 
rfiaineth  yet  very  much  land  to  be  pos- 
sessed.” To  the  Church  of  God  it  could 
be  said : “Thou  art  nearly  nineteen  cen- 
turies old  since  Pentecost,  and  there  re- 
maineth  very  much  land  to  be  possessed.” 
This  is  the  year  1903,  A.  D.,  “in  the  year 
of  our  Lord.”  It  is  about  1900  years 
since  Christ  came,  died,  arose;  since  He 
said,  “Go  ye  into  all  the  world  and  preach 
the  gospel  to  every  creature ;”  since  He  as- 
cended; since  He  formally  assumed  the 
reins  of  universal  authority ; since  the 
Spirit  was  poured  out;  and  since  God  scat- 
tered Ilis  people  abroad  to  preach  the  gos- 
pel everywhere; — and  yet  there  remaineth 
so  much  land  to  be  possessed.  Making  al- 
lowance for  persecution,  for  development 
of  doctrine  and  church  order,  and  for  lack 
of  present  facilities,  it  does  seem  that  the 
church,  had  she  been  faithful,  persistent, 
and  zealous,  might  have  possessed  the  en- 
tire world. 

The  total  population  of  the  world  is 
about  1,400  millions,  or  1,500  millions. 
Europe  and  America  contain  nearly  all 


the  Christians  in  the  world,  and  when  we 
think  of  certain  countries  in  Europe,  such 
as  France,  and  Spain,  and  Turkey,  and 
of  South  America,  how  many  there  are  in 
Europe  and  America  who  are  not  God's 
children!  Asia  has  850  million  people, 
considerably  over  one-half  of  the  world's 
population,  and  the  gospel  there  has  made 
only  a beginning.  China,  one  country 
only  of  Asia,  has  400  millions.  Africa 
has  127  millions,  and  the  work  there  is 
only  begun.  The  figures  of  Rev.  James 
Johnston,  Secretary  of  the  World’s  Mis- 
sionary Conference  in  London,  in  1888, 
are  some  years  old,  but  they  should  not 
be  forgotten.  He  says  the  heathen  and 
Mohammedan  population  of  the  world  is 
greater  by  200  millions  than  it  was  one 
hundred  years  ago,  while  the  converts  and 
their  families  are  less  than  3,000,000. 
That  is,  the  increase  of  the  heathen  in 
numbers  during  the  greatest  century  of 
foreign  missions  was  seventy  times  as  great 
as  converts  and  their  families.  Such  a 
fact  should  be  well  pondered.  Europe  is 
probably  seven  times  as  populous  as  it 
was  at  the  beginning  of  the  fifteenth  cen- 
tury. 

What  are  81,000  Christians  in  China  ? 
One  to  every  4,938;  or  about  thirty  Chris- 
tians in  all  of  Denver,  or  a little  over  seven 
hundred  in  all  of  Greater  New  York. 

Let  us  take  the  population  of  the  world 
as  1.430  millions.  Christianity  is  given 
477,000,000  followers.  That  cuts  off  near- 
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ly  1,000  million  people  at  one  stroke  from 
the  general  rank  of  Christians — enough  to 
people  twelve  nations  as  large  as  ours, 
not  counting  our  insular  possessions. 
Hindooism  is  given  190,000,000 ; Moham- 
medanism, 177,000,000 ; Buddhism,  148,- 
000,000.  That  is,  you  could  fill  our  home 
country  twice  as  full  as  it  is  now  with 
Hindoos  and  have  30,000,000  of  them 
left  over;  you  could  fill  it  twice  with 
Mohammedans  and  have  17,000,000  left 
over;  and  could  fill  it  nearly  twice  with 
Buddhists. 

When  it  is  said  that  Christianity  has 

477.000. 000  adherents,  that  is  a very  gen- 
eral statement  indeed.  That  includes 

231.000. 000  Roman  Catholics,  and  when 
we  add  to  these  98,000,000  of  the  Greek 
Church,  and  still  other  sects,  we  have  334,- 
000,000;  and  this  leaves  143,000,000  Prot- 
estants. The  Protestants,  then,  are  one- 
tenth  of  the  world’s  population.  It  is  true 
that  God  has  believers  outside  of  Protest- 
antism, but  it  is  also  sadly  true  that  very 
many  who  are  called  Protestants  are  not 
followers  of  Christ.  It  is  doubtful  that 
there  are  more  than  100  million  true 
Christians  in  the  world.  Dr.  Strong  said 
some  time  ago  that  extended  investiga- 
tions indicated  that  one-half  of  the  fam- 
ilies in  our  land,  or  more  than  30  million 
of  our  population,  were  quite  estranged 
from  all  churches. 

So  what  are  the  conditions,  as  to  the 
need, as  God’s  people  face  the  field  to-day  ? 
Almost  nineteen  hundred  years  since  the 
risen  Saviour  commanded  His  people  to 
preach  everywhere,  we  find  very  much 
land  to  be  possessed ; perhaps  one  in  fifteen 
in  the  world  a Christian ; huge  systems  of 
error  holding  hundreds  of  millions  in  spir- 
itual bondage;  vast  tracts  of  territory 
only  slightly  cultivated;  and  thousands, 
millions,  and  hundreds  of  millions  who 
have  never  heard  of  Calvary,  and  have 
never  seen  a copv  of  the  Word  of  God. 


2.  God  purposes  to  redeem  the  world. 

There  is  the  sparsely  cultivated  field  be- 
fore us.  God  intends  that  it  shall  be  cul- 
tivated. There  is  the  sinful  world  before 
us.  God  intends  to  redeem  it. 

Walk  back  through  Old  Testament 
prophecy  and  you  find  promises  for  the 
world’s  future  shining  forth  like  apples  of 
gold  in  pictures  of  silver.  Here  and  there 
through  the  years  prophecy’s  bell  strikes 
the  notes  that  tell  of  a coming  dawn  for 
the  world.  We  see  the  seer  putting  God’s 
telescope  to  his  eye  and  looking  far  down 
the  ages;  and  we  hear  him,  with  the  trum- 
pet to  his  lips,  sounding  forth  the  clarion 
tones  that  speak  of  a world’s  freedom  in 
Christ. 

Go  back  through  the  Old  Testament, 
and  before  you  have  proceeded  far  you 
hear  Malachi  saying  for  God:  “From  the 
rising  of  the  sun  even  unto  the  going  down 
of  the  same,  my  name  shall  be  great  among 
the  Gentiles.”  We  next  hear  Zechariah 
say : “The  Lord  shall  be  king  over  all  the 
earth.”  Daniel  tells  us  of  a time  when 
all  people,  nations,  and  languages  shall 
serve  the  Lord.  Ezekiel  tells  of  the  gos- 
pel stream  increasing  in  volume  till  it  be- 
comes impassable.  Isaiah  tells  us  that  the 
mountain  of  the  Lord’s  house  shall  be  es- 
tablished in  the  top  of  the  mountains,  and 
all  nations  shall  flow  unto  it;  that  of  the 
increase  of  Christ’s  government  and  peace 
there  shall  be  no  end ; that  the  earth  shall 
be  full  of  the  knowledge  of  the  Lord  as 
the  waters  cover  the  sea ; that  Christ  shall 
not  fail  nor  be  discouraged,  till  He  have 
set  judgment  in  the  earth,  and  the  isles 
shall  wait  for  His  law. 

The  Psalmist,  too,  says:  “All  the 
ends  of  the  world  shall  remember  and  turn 
unto  the  Lord;”  “O  Thou  that  hearest 
prayer,  unto  Thee  shall  all  flesh  come;” 
“He  shall  have  dominion  also  from  sea  to 
sea,  and  from  the  river  unto  the  ends  of 
the  earth;”  and,  “All  nations  whom  Thou 
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hast  made  shall  come  and  worship  before 
Thee,  0 Lord.”  And  when  we  go  clear 
back  to  the  Garden  of  Eden,  we  find  the 
germ  of  these  assurances  in  the  assertion 
that  the  seed  of  the  woman  shall  bruise 
the  head  of  the  serpent;  and  we  find  the 
interpretation,  in  part  at  least,  of  this 
statement  when  we  pass  to  the  other  end 
of  the  Word  of  God  and  read  of  the  bind- 
ing of  the  serpent,  who  is  Satan. 

Now  all  of  these  promises  quoted  are 
Old  Testament  promises;  and  these  are 
some  of  the  plainest  and  most  prominent. 
But  are  not  these  strong,  and  how  could 
they  be  explained  away?  They  are  not 
confined  to  Israel’s  day  or  Israel’s  sphere ; 
but  are  future  and  world-wide.  Though 
these  prophets  were  obscure  men  of  long 
ago,  of  a small  people  who  dwelt  in  the 
little  country  of  Palestine,  yet  God  spake 
through  them  truth  for  all  time,  and  from 
them  we  can  learn  beyond  dispute  God’s 
purpose  for  the  world. 

What  a rebuke  to  pessimism ! Is  the 
Sabbath  bound  to  go  ? Is  the  saloon  here 
to  stay?  Will  might  continue  to  make 
right,  as  it  now  so  often  does?  Will 
money  always  have  the  same  power  to 
rule?  Will  corporations  grind  out  all  op- 
position? Is  Christianity  on  the  wane? 
Are  thinking  men  rejecting  the  old  gos- 
pel? Will  the  world  always  be  wicked? 
Are  many  of  the  heathen  too  depraved  to 
be  Christianized?  Will  false  religions  al- 
ways affect  great  numbers?  Will  foreign 
fields  always  remain  barren?  No!  The 
world  will  come  to  Christ. 

How  this  widens  our  horizon,  and  ele- 
vates our  aim  ! We  are  working  not  mere- 
ly to  develop  Christianity  in  our  own  lives, 
or  within  our  own  family,  or  congrega- 
tion, or  neighborhood,  or  church,  or  even 
our  own  land;  but  to  establish  it  in  all 
the  earth.  I am  not  only  one  who  lives 
twenty  or  eighty  years,  but  my  life  is  a 
part  of  the  centuries  of  the  kingdom’s 


growth.  And  we  are  identified  with  God. 
We  are  a part  of  His  great  plan,  and  we 
co-operate  with  Him.  His  plan  is  also 
ours.  We  labor  with  Him  for  the  triumph 
of  truth  and  the  ingathering  of  all  nations. 

3.  The  callinq  of  the  Gentiles  was  one 
great  step  in  the  world’s  evangelization. 

God  was  pleased,  after  the  world’s  his- 
tory had  progressed  for  some  time,  to 
make  a special  nation  of  Abraham’s  de- 
scendants, for  the  preservation  and  devel- 
opment of  the  truth.  These  people  were 
the  special  objects  of  His  saving  grace. 
The  offers  of  life  were  practically  limited 
to  them. 

Yet  even  in  the  history  of  the  old  econ- 
omy we  see  foretokens  of  God’s  purposes 
of  world-wide  mercy.  The  stranger  might 
be  circumcised  and  eat  the  passover.  Ra- 
hab,  the  harlot  of  Jericho,  is  bound  by 
the  scarlet  cord  into  the  fabric  of  Israel’s 
life.  Ruth,  the  Moabitess,  journeys  from 
Moab  with  Naomi  into  the  true  fold  and 
into  the  ancestral  line  of  Christ.  Elijah 
was  sent  to  sojourn  at  the  home  of  the 
widow  of  Zarephath  in  Zidon,  outside  of 
Israel’s  bounds.  Naaman,  the  Syrian,  is 
healed  and  learns  of  the  true  God.  And 
Jonah  is  sent  on  a long  journey  to  Nine- 
veh with  a burden  of  warning  from  Jeho- 
vah. All  these  were  tokens  of  a wider  day. 

Prophecy  distinctly  foretold  the  calling 
of  the  Gentiles.  More  than  once  did  God 
say  that  in  Abraham’s  seed  “all  the  na- 
tions of  the  earth”  should  be  blessed. 
The  Psalmist,  as  we  have  seen,  included 
the  same  thought  in  what  he  said  con- 
cerning the  coming  of  the  world  to  Christ. 
Isaiah  represents  God  as  saying  to  Christ, 
His  servant,  that  He  would  also  give  Him 
“for  a light  of  the  Gentiles.”  In  the  six- 
tieth chanter  it  is  said  to  the  church: 
“The  Gentiles  shall  come  to  thy  light.” 
Read  that  chapter  of  Isaiah  and  see  how 
it  speaks  of  the  coming  of  the  Gentiles. 
Joel  also  foretold  of  God’s  pouring  out 


8G 


Questions  of  the  Hour. 


of  His  Spirit  upon  all  flesh ; and  Malachi, 
as  we  have  seen,  spoke  of  God’s  name  be- 
coming “great  among  the  Gentiles.” 

During  the  earthly  life  of  Christ  we  see 
a leaning  toward  this  great  event,  the 
breaking  down  of  the  wall  of  partition. 
The  wise  men  from  the  East  inquiring  for 
Him  who  was  born  King  of  the  Jews, 
and  offering  their  gifts  of  gold,  frank- 
incense, and  myrrh,  are  tokens  of  the 
dawn.  The  healing  of  the  centurion’s  ser- 
vant by  Christ  was  an  indication  of  his 
readiness  to  receive  the  outsider.  And 
Jesus  in  that  connection  says : “I  have  not 
found  so  great  faith,  no,  not  in  Israel. 
And  I say  unto  you,  that  many  shall  come 
from  the  east  and  west,  and  shall  sit  down 
with  Abraham,  and  Isaac,  and  Jacob,  in 
the  kingdom  of  heaven.”  Jesus,  again, 
heals  the  daughter  of  the  Syro-Phenician 
woman  who  was  willing  even  to  eat  of 
the  crumbs;  and  the  Saviour  shows  that 
He  is  not  unwilling  to  give  of  the  full  loaf. 

After  Pentecost  we  behold  the  opening 
up  of  the  gospel  door  unto  the  Gentile 
world.  At  first  the  preaching  of  the  glad 
tidings  was  limited  to  the  Jews.  Then 
we  behold  Philip  going  down  to  Samaria, 
and  preaching  the  gospel  there;  and  the 
Samaritans  were  only  mongrel  Jews.  But 
God  distinctly  opens  the  door,  and  opens 
it  wide,  by  sending  Peter  to  a Bo  man  sol- 
dier, named  Cornelius,  who  lived  at  Caes- 
area. This  is  one  of  the  remarkable  oc- 
currences in  the  development  of  the  new 
church.  Peter  and  Cornelius,  both  di- 
vinely guided  in  a remarkable  manner, 
meet  at  the  home  of  the  latter,  and  Peter 
is  constrained  to  say : “Of  a truth  I per- 
ceive that  God  is  no  respecter  of  persons; 
but  in  every  nation,  he  that  feareth  Him, 
and  worketh  righteousness,  is  accepted 
with  Him.”  While  Peter  is  addressing 
his  hearers  the  Holy  Spirit,  to  confirm  the 
trui  h and  the  lesson  of  the  hour,  falls 
upon  the  hearers.  But  the  behavior  of 


Peter  is  such  a remarkable  occurrence, 
such  a radical  departure,  that  when  he 
goes  to  Jerusalem,  he  is  called  to  account. 
But  Peter  distinctly  rehearses  the  steps  to 
them,  and  tells  of  the  approval  of  the  Holy 
Spirit;  and  his  accusers  hold  their  peace, 
and  glorify  God,  and  say : “Then  hath  God 
also  to  the  Gentiles  granted  repentance 
unto  life.”  So  was  the  wall  broken  down  ; 
that  the  Gentiles  might  be  fellow  heirs, 
and  of  the  same  body,  “and  partakers  of 
His  promise  in  Christ  by  the  gospel.” 

4.  The  opening  up  of  the  foreign  field 
is  an  indication  of  God’s  pur  nose  and 
man’s  duty  in  the  work  of  missions. 

There  were  many  more  barriers  not  very 
long  ago  than  now  exist.  Japan  had 
made  an  edict  against  the  Christian  and 
the  Christian’s  God.  China  was  opnosed 
to  Christian  missions.  India  had  most 
unfavorable  conditions.  Africa  was  un- 
known. It  was  one  burden  of  prayer  on 
the  part  of  God’s  people  fiftv  years  ago 
that  doors  be  opened. 

But  now  things  have  much  changed. 
As  one  says : “God,  by  mystic  keys  of  His 
own  manufacture,”  has  within  the  last 
fifty  years  widely  opened  the  doors  of  the 
world.  Nearly  every  nation  is  open  to 
missionaries ; though  there  are  opposition 
and  other  difficulties,  of  course.  But  in 
1854  Japan  opened  up.  The  treaty  of 
Tientsin  in  1858  opened  China;  and 
though  the  Boxer  insurrection  recently 
slew  or  drove  out  manv  missionaries,  yet 
many  of  those  who  left  are  returning  to 
their  work.  India  is  an  open  field.  Af- 
rica is  much  better  understood,  Living- 
stone by  his  life  and  death  having  given 
groat  impetus  to  the  work  of  exploration 
and  missions. 

The  march  of  civilization  in  many  re- 
spects makes  more  successful  conditions 
for  mission  work.  True,  it  takes  the  vices 
of  civilization  to  foreign  lands,  and  some- 
times adds  torriblv  to  heathen  de^rada- 
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tion : and  the  inconsistencies  of  peonlc 
from  Christian  lands  arc  a great  barrier 
to  the  progress  of  the  gospel;  but,  after 
all,  civilization  does  afford  vast  advan- 
tages for  the  propagation  of  the  gospel. 
The  telegraph  and  cableoraph  are  used 
and  will  be  used  to  greater  extent  for  the 
kingdom.  Wireless  telegraphy  promises 
much  for  the  world’s  advance.  The  fast 
steamship  and  locomotive  mean  progress 
for  the  race.  The  telephone  and  type- 
writer mean  the  same.  Russia’s  transcon- 
tinental railway  is  a mark  of  progress. 
The  civilization  of  Japan  emphasizes  the 
need  of  speedy  mission  work.  China  will 
be  more  open  since  the  recent  war.  The 
English,  whether  we  justify  them  or  not 
in  the  Boxer  war,  will  favor  Christian 
missions  in  Africa.  The  United  States, 
whether  right  or  wrong  in  the  Philip- 
pines, will  allow  free  scope  for  the  gospel. 

We  may  feel  extraordinarily  sad  at  the 
suffering  of  God’s  people  in  China : at  the 
cruel  death  of  noble  missionary  and  stead- 
fast convert ; but  are  not  these  things 
part  of  God’s  plan  for  the  redemption  of 
China  ? It  seems  that  the  very  willingness 
of  these  martyrs  to  suffer  is  a bright  prom- 
ise for  that  great  land.  These  deaths 
were  a trumpet  tone  calling  China  to  re- 
pentance and  forgiveness.  The  blood  of 
the  martyrs  there  will  be  the  seed  of  the 
Church. 

How  many  extraordinary  events  have 
happened  in  mission  annals  to  encourage 
God’s  people  to  go  forward; — the  trans- 
formation in  Fiji;  the  change  in  Mada- 
gascar ; the  marvellous  results  in  the 
“Lone  Star”  mission  among  the  Telugus, 
where  nearly  9,000  were  baptized  in  forty- 
five  days;  the  great  change  in  the  Ha- 
waiian, or  Sandwich  Islands,  and  many 
other  remarkable  occurrences. 

Stanley  gives  a most  interesting  account 
in  a published  article  of  his  meeting  in 
Africa  with  the  people  of  Uganda  and 


their  king  Mtesa,  of  the  king’s  desire  to 
learn  more  of  the  new  religion  which 
Stanley  presented  to  him,  of  the  appeal 
which  the  latter  sent  out  for  missionaries, 
and  of  the  response  in  money  and  men. 
Stanley’s  appeal  was  published  simultane- 
ously in  the  London  Daily  Telegraph  and 
the  New  York  Herald  on  Nov.  5,  1875. 
Twenty-five  thousand  dollars  was  sent  be- 
fore the  evening  of  that  day  to  the  Church 
Missionary  Society,  by  an  anonymous 
giver.  At  a meeting  in  Exeter  Hall,  three 
days  later,  fifteen  thousand  dollars  was 
subscribed ; and  within  a short  time  the 
fund  for  Uganda  had  reached  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  thousand  dollars.  With- 
in twelve  months  of  the  time  when  the 
letter  was  written  at  the  court  of  Mtesa 
in  Africa  five  missionaries  started  for 
Uganda  from  England,  but  it  was  another 
twelve  months  before  they  arrived  at  their 
destination.  The  writer  says  that  recent 
figures  show  that  “there  have  been  built 
by  Uganda  labor  one  cathedral  and  three 
hundred  and  seventy-two  churches,  which 
are  attended  by  ninety-seven  thousand  five 
hundred  and  seventy-five  converts.”  Is 
the  gospel  dead?  Are  foreign  missions  a 
failure?  Have  the  Church  and  child  of 
God  any  reason  for  discouragement?  Is 
not  God  opening  up  the  world  in  many 
ways  ? 

5.  God  will  use  His  Church  and  people 
in  bringing  the  world  to  Himself. 

Of  course  it  is  divine  power  that  will 
convert  the  world.  It  is  God’s  holy  arm 
made  bare  in  the  sight  of  all  the  world 
that  will  destroy  iniquity  and  establish 
truth.  We  must  never  lose  sight  of  the 
absolute  necessity  of  God’s  power  to  con- 
vert the  world.  There  is  no  restraint  to 
the  Lord  to  save  whether  with  many  or 
few.  He  can  overthrow  Midian  as  well 
with  three  hundred  as  with  thirty-two 
thousand,  and  He  could  have  accom- 
plished the  same  results  with  three  as 
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with  three  hundred ; or  could,  without  any 
human  means,  have  blotted  out  the  hosts 
of  Midian  in  a twinkling. 

It  is  the  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit  on 
which  we  must  depend  pre-eminently  in 
foreign  mission  work.  We  can  preach  the 
gospel,  but  we  cannot  convert.  We  can' 
offer  men  the  truth,  but  we  cannot  re- 
generate. We  can  send  out  missionaries, 
can  build  houses,  establish  schools,  trans- 
late the  Word  of  God ; but  the  Spirit  must 
make  the  Word  and  work  effective. 

Also  God  may  employ  judgment,  and 
much  judgment,  in  bringing  the  world  to 
Himself.  He  may  destroy  many,  and  by 
His  wrath  awaken  many  others.  But  we 
are  speaking  here  of  the  part  which  man 
performs  in  the  work  of  the  world’s  re- 
demption ; and  it  is  a necessary  and  great 
part. 

How  much  God  uses  man ! He  put 
Adam  into  the  Garden  of  Eden  not  only 
to  enjoy  it,  but  to  keep  it.  When  He 
wanted  an  ark  built  for  the  preservation 
of  His  faithful  people.  He  did  not  create 
it  in  a second  of  time,  but  told  Noah  to 
build  it.  When  He  desired  to  preserve 
Israel  from  famine.  He  sent  Joseph  be- 
fore them  into  Egypt.  When  He  wished 
to  liberate  His  people  from  Egyptian 
bondage,  He  sent  Moses.  When  He 
wanted  Israel  to  know  the  character  of  Ca- 
naan, He  sent  the  spies.  When  the  Ca- 
naanites  were  to  he  cast  out  the  Israelites 
must  fight,  and  God  gives  them  Joshua 
as  a general.  When  God  wanted  to  lessen 
the  power  of  the  Philistines,  He  sent  .Sam- 
son. When  He  wanted  songs  for  His  peo- 
ple, He  used  David.  When  He  needed  a 
temple  for  them,  He  told  Solomon  to  build 
it.  When  He  desired  a faithful  prophet 
at  one  time  to  rebuke  great  wickedness, 
He  raised  up  Elijah.  When  He  wanted 
Ilis  captive  people  to  be  free,  and  Ilis  tem- 
ple rebuilt,  He  used  Cyrus.  For  the  re- 
building of  the  temple  He  sent  Zerubba- 


bel.  For  the  building  again  of  the  walls 
of  the  city  and  reviving  the  people,  He 
sent  Nehemiah.  When  He  wished  the  way 
prepared  for  His  Son,  He  sent  John  the 
Baptist.  When  He  wished  the  gospel 
preached  everywhere,  He  told  the  apostles 
and  others  to  go  and  preach  it.  Jesus 
smote  down  Saul  with  wonderful  light  at 
Damascus,  but  He  did  not  finish  His  work 
with  him  in  that  remarkable  way.  He 
sent  a man,  Ananias,  that  he  might  put 
his  hands  upon  him  for  the  restoration  of 
his  sight  and  the  reception  of  the  Holy 
Ghost.  When  God  answered  the  prayer 
of  Cornelius  by  sending  an  angel  to  him, 
the  angel  did  not  make  known  much  to 
Cornelius ; but  he  told  him  to  send  to 
Joppa  for  Simon.  “He  shall  tell  thee 
what  thou  oughtest  to  do.”  And  so  God 
uses  man  continually  and  various! 

As  a matter  of  fact,  how  is  foreign  mis- 
sion work  carried  on  now?  Not  only  by 
His  Spirit,  but  by  His  followers  God  is 
doing  it.  There  is  no  proof  that  God  ever 
converts  a single  soul  without  the  use  of 
human  agency,  direct  or  indirect.  Thus 
the  work  goes  forward  in  foreign  lands 
and  for  them.  It  is  done  by  prayer,  ar  1 
gift,  and  work  with  hand  and  head.  It 
is  done  by  silver  dollar,  and  greenback, 
and  check;  by  missionary  meeting  and 
Board  meeting;  by  railroad  train,  and 
ocean  steamer,  and  pack  horse ; bv  press, 
and  book,  and  voice;  by  teaching,  and 
feeding,  and  clothing  children;  by  preach- 
ing in  the  market,  by  the  wayside,  under 
trees ; by  reading  and  teaching  in  home  or 
on  the  street.  Thus  Jesus  is  working 
through  men  and  women  to-day. 

6.  Some  phases  of  present  duty  con- 
cerning foreign  missions. 

What  are  some  of  the  things  which  the 
needs  of  the  field  and  our  obligations  to 
it  demand  in  the  present  hour? 

One  thing  needed  is  more  study.  Re- 
cent figures  indicate  that  missionary  mag- 
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azines  are  not  patronized  to  anything  like 
the  extent  that  they  should  he.  The 
Presbyterian  (Southern)  Missionary  has 
probably  the  highest  relative  circulation, 
13,000,  among  238,000  members;  while  it 
is  said  that  the  Gospel  in  All  Lands,  the 
magazine  of  the  Methodist  Church,  has 
about  10,000  of  a circulation  among  3,- 
000,000  communicants.  It  is  quite  cer- 
tain that  the  Olive  Trees  is  not  taken  by 
our  own  people  to  the  extent  it  should  be, 
for  its  own  welfare  and  that  of  the  Church 
and  her  foreign  work. 

How  much  do  you  and  I read  of  the 
great  work  done  and  the  areat  needs  ex- 
isting yet  in  the  foreign  field  ? How  much 
are  we  studying  the  movements  of  Christ’s 
hand  in  history?  Are  we  trying  to  inter- 
pret the  meaning  of  national  movements 
in  the  light  of  His  kingdom?  How  often 
and  with  what  nleasure  do  we  read  the 
communications  which  the  missionaries 
whom  we  have  sent  out  send  back  to  us 
concerning  their  progress  and  difficulties 
in  Syria,  and  Cyprus,  and  Asia  Minor,  and 
China? 

More  prayer  is  needed.  Is  there  much 
wrestling  on  your  part  in  private  with  God 
for  the  salvation  of  the  soul,  for  the  down- 
fall of  evil,  and  for  the  setting  up  of  truth 
in  the  earth  ? Is  there  real,  zealous  plead- 
ing at  your  family  altar  for  the  triumph 
of  Christ’s  Kingdom  ? Is  there  persistent 
pleading  at  our  young  people’s  meetings 
and  on  Wednesday  evenings  for  Syria,  and 
China,  and  the  whole  world?  Does  the 
pastor  pray  with  fervor  for  this  work? 
Do  you  think  the  Church  is  on  fire  with 
prayerful  desire  for  the  success  of  foreign 
missions?  Brethren,  prayer  is  one  means 
by  which  Christ  intends  to  bring  success 
to  His  work;  or  why  did  He  teach  us  to 
pray : “Thy  Kingdom  come”  ? The  com- 
ing of  the  kingdom  depends  on  prayer! 
God’s  people  should  cry  day  and  night  for 
its  coming  in  fullness.  We  that  make 


mention  of  the  Lord  should  not  keep  si- 
lence and  should  give  Him  no  rest  till  He 
bring  the  world  to  the  truth.  There  must 
be  more  prayer,  there  will  be  more  prayer, 
before  the  foreign  field  is  brought  to 
Christ. 

And  there  should  be  more  consistency, 
more  righteousness,  more  purity,  more 
spirituality  on  the  part  of  God’s  professed 
followers.  A high  Chinese  official  was 
once  asked  if  he  had  read  the  Bible.  He 
went  into  another  room,  and  brought  out  a 
note-book  filled  with  extracts  from  the 
New  Testament,  and  said  he  had  read  the 
New  Testament  through  and  through. 
And  placing  his  hand  upon  the  book,  when 
he  had  laid  it  upon  the  table,  he  said: 
“If  only  the  people  who  profess  this  relig- 
ion were  to  live  in  accordance  with  its 
nrccepts,  this  religion  would  spread  all 
over  the  world.”  But  professed  Chris- 
tians fail  so  much. 

More  consistency  would  mean  a better 
example  at  home  and  abroad ; a more 
powerful  influence  to  lead  men  aright; 
fewer  stumbling  blocks  to  lead  them 
astray.  The  inconsistencies  of  the  Church 
are  a mighty  force  to  hold  back  the  wheels 
of  Christ’s  chariot.  More  consistency 
means  more  of  God’s  blessing.  It  means  a 
speedier  victory. 

More  effort  is  required.  It  was  said  a 
number  of  years  ago  that  the  number  of 
missionaries,  native  and  foreign,  compe- 
tent to  conduct  the  work,  was  not  more 
than  10,000 ; and  that  each  one  of  these 
would  need  to  assume  an  average  respon- 
sibility of  one  hundred  thousand  souls. 
That  is  on  the  basis  of  a rough  estimate — 
that  1,000  million  souls  need  yet  to  be 
“reached  with  a pure  gospel.”  How 
much  could  six  such  workers  do  in  all  Of 
Colorado,  if  our  people  were  all  practical 
heathens?  Laborers  in  the  foreign  field 
may  be  more  numerous  now,  yet  still  how 
few  for  the  vast  work ! The  number  of 
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foreign  missionaries,  male  and  female, 
was  given  recently  as  about  13,000,  and  the 
native  laborers  as  about  71,000.  Another 
classification  would  make  the  number  of 
foreign  missionaries  about  15,500. 

Contributions  to  foreign  missions,  from 
both  home  and  foreign  sources,  are  hardlv 
much  more  than  $20,000,000  per  year,  if 
they  even  reach  that  sum.  From  the 
United  States  the  total  can  hardly  be 
much  above  $6,000,000,  and  may  not  ex- 
ceed $5,500,000.  If  we  take  the  former 
figure  and  estimate  the  evangelical  church 
membership  in  our  land  at  18,000,000, 
then  each  of  these  members  averages 


33  1/3  cents  per  year,  or  less  than  three 
cents  per  month,  for  the  evangelization 
of  pne-half  or  more  of  the  world.  In 
view  of  what  Jesus  Christ  has  done  for 
us,  in  view  of  the  great  and  crying  needs 
in  far-off  fields,  in  view  of  the  reflex  ben- 
efit to  ourselves,  how  very  much  more  we 
ouo-ht  to  do ! The  Church  of  God  is 
hardly  yet  more  than  playing  with  mis- 
sions. We  need  more  of  the  energy  and 
burning  zeal  of  Spurgeon,  and  Moody, 
and  Whitefield,  and  Wesley,  and  Paul,  and 
of  Him  who  was  the  world’s  greatest 
missionary  in  coming  to  seek  and  to  save 
that  which  was  lost. 


When  Livingstone  died,  a few  years  ago,  there  was  not  a civilized  town  in  Central 
Africa.  Now  Livingstonia  is  to  be  lighted  by  electricity.  The  cost  of  the  machinery 
and  its  transportation  to  the  mission  was  about  $20,000.  The  only  source  of  illu- 
mination for  the  home  or  the  school  or  the  church  has  been,  hitherto,  kerosene, 
obtained  at  a cost,  by  the  time  it  reaches  Lake  Nyassa,  of  $1.50  a gallon.  Steam 
power  being  out  of  the  question  on  account  of  the  scarcity  of  fuel,  it  was  suggested 
that  the  falls  of  the  River  Manchewe,  near  to  the  mission,  be  used  for  the  production 
of  light  and  the  driving  of  machinery.  The  machinery  is  on  its  way,  and  was  to  be 
set  up  this  month.  The  natural  waterfall  will  thus  thresh  wheat,  grind  it  to  flour, 
and  bolt  it  in  the  mill  by  day,  and  at  night  give  light  to  the  people  in  their  homes. 
The  civilizing  influence  over  the  natives  of  this  electrical  power  is  beyond  calcula- 
tion. —Nortlnvesiern  Christian  Advocate. 


It  had  been  announced  that  the  LTnion  Company’s  steamer  would  call  at  Mangaia 
for  a cargo  of  fruit,  and  as  the  vessel  seldom  comes  more  than  once  a year,  it  is  an 
occasion  of  great  importance  to  the  people.  Oranges,  bananas  and  pineapples 
were  carefully  packed  for  the  Auckland  market,  and  the  people  looked  to  clear  at 
least  £200  by  the  transaction.  The  vessel  arrived  on  a Sabbath,  and  the  captain 
would  not  wait.  The  people  were  without  a missionary,  and  every  influence  was 
brought  to  bear  upon  them  to  induce  them  to  ship  the  cargo.  They  were  threatened 
with  an  action  for  demurrage  if  they  refused  ; but  rather  than  do  what  they  felt  to  be 
a distinct  breach  ol  God’s  law,  they  preferred  to  leave  their  fruit  to  rot,  and  to  lose 
the  large  profit  they  had  hoped  to  gain.  So  the  ship  went  without  it,  and  the  people 
are  railed  at  as  fanatical,  though  it  could  easily  have  been  arranged  that  the  vessel 
should  call  on  some  other  day. — Report  of  L.  M.  Society  for  1902. 


The  people  of  Mare,  in  the  South  Seas,  were  perishing  through  alcohol  a few  years 
ago.  In  1901  a temperance  society  was  started,  and  has  been  so  successful  that  at 
the  present  time  there  arc  no  drunkards  in  Mare,  and  the  spirit  merchants  have 
given  up  the  trade,  because  it  does  not  pay. — Journal  des  Missions  Evangeliques. 
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ABROAD. 

Latakia,  Syria. — A private  letter  from 
Dr.  J.  M.  Balpli  reports  forty-two  cases 
received  into  the  hospital  since  summer 
vacation,  and  nine  in  at  the  time  of  writ- 
ing (Dec.  6,  1902).  At  that  date  there 
had  been  no  deaths. 

Suadia,  Syria. — In  a letter  of  Decem- 
ber 18,  1902,  Rev.  J.  Boggs  Dodds  writes: 

Yours  of  November  17  is  at  hand.  It 
is  full  of  kind  encouragement,  but  really  I 
feel  so  full  of  regret  and  sorrow  that  I can 
not  appreciate  it  at  its  full  worth.  Had 
you  been  here  last  Sabbath  to  see  the 
crowded  house  and  to  see  their  most  excel- 
lent behavior,  had  you  seen  how  all  leaned 
forward  to  give  attention,  had  you  noticed 
the  four  or  five  faces  upon  which  the  tears 
were  dropping,  you  would  have  felt  just  as 
we  did.  “How  strange  that  we  can  not 
continue  in  this  work,”  as  Mrs.  Dodds 
said. 

I feel  that  to  break  up  and  to  leave  our 
work  here  is  a much  greater  hardship  than 
to  break  up  our  relations  in  America  to 
come  to  the  Mission  in  the  first  place.  V 
are  not  so  sanguine  of  immediate  results 
that  we  expect  all  these  to  make  a pro- 
fession of  faith  and  repentance  who  are 
so  attentive  or  so  moved  to  tears.  We  well 
know  the  unstable  character  of  these  peo- 
ple, but  there  is  one  thing  that  makes  our 
services  worth  while,  and  that  is  that  the 
Lord  will  be  clear  in  judgment  when  He 
calls  this  people  to  account.  Their  inter- 
est and  their  tears  will  be  witnesses  that 
they  were  at  one  time,  in  a measure  at  least, 
impressed  by  the  gospel  message  and  un- 
derstood it  enough  to  reject  it,  if  so  be, 
which  God  forbid. 

To-day  a knock  came  to  the  door  and  a 


young  Fellah  boy  handed  in  a chunk  of 
sugar  loaf — about  a pound  in  weight.  We 
had  to  ask  explanation,  although  we  sus- 
pected that  it  meant  something  “sweet.” 
So,  sure  enough,  it  was  an  invitation  to  a 
wedding.  Do  you  remember  Gussoon,  the 
Fellahie  girl  whose  picture  you  had  with 
the  white  dog  in  her  lap?  She  was  to  be 
married  to-day  to  a young  Fellah  to  whom 
she  was  engaged  before  she  became  a Chris- 
tian. Her  father  sent  us  the  sugar,  but  I 
ought  to  alter  the  above  expression  of  the 
sugar  being  an  invitation,  for  it  was,  more 
strictly  speaking,  a wedding  announce- 
ment. After  considerable  inquiry  of  the 
bride’s  brother  who  brought  the  sugar,  it 
was  ascertained  that  both  the  groom’s 
family  and  the  bride’s  people  are  practical- 
ly in  mourning.  That  is  to  say,  his  broth- 
ers and  her  brothers  are  away  in  the  army 
and  social  customs  make  it  a shame  for 
the  family  at  home  to  engage  in  any  fes- 
tivities while  brothers  are  away  on  military 
duty,  which  is  but  a step  removed  from  be- 
ing buried.  Hence,  there  wTas  to  be  no 
feasting.  The  friends  of  the  groom  would 
simply  come  and  take  the  bride  home. 
Their  customs  are  flexible  as  to  making  a 
feast — the  poor  and  those,  as  these,  in  dis- 
tress or  in  mourning,  make  no  feast. 

The  marriage  ceremony  among  the. 
Ansairia  varies  in  the  different  localities 
and  with  the  circumstances  of  “the  con- 
tracting party.”  I do  not  say  “parties,” 
because  a girl  has  almost  no  choice  in  the 
matter.  True,  some  one  asks  her  if  she 
will  be  a wife  to  so  and  so,  but  if  she  does 
not  assent  in  a short  time,  persuasion  is 
brought  to  play,  and,  failing  this,  it  re- 
sults not  infrequently  in  either  deceiving 
her  or  in  coercion. 

Among  those  who  are  able  to  do  so  the1 
bride’s  father  makes  a feast  for  two  dav-> 
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or  four  days,  so  that  the  daughter  may 
be  taken  on  an  “odd  day.”  Here  there  are 
eating  and  drinking  and  dancing  and 
shooting  of  guns.  On  the  morning  after 
these  festivities  close  (?)  the  friends  of  the 
bridegroom  go  to  the  bride’s  home,  carry- 
ing some  presents  of  eatables,  upon  which 
another  night  of  feasting  occurs.  After 
this  codicil  to  the  festivities  the  groom’s 
friends  go  for  her  to  her  father,  who  brings 
her  out,  veiled  and  wearing  red  topped 
boots.  Servants  or  her  friends  carry  out 
her  box  of  clothing,  bedding,  etc.,  whatever 
she  may  possess.  The  bigger  the  flourish 
the  better.  Her  brothers  or  cousins  often 
make  the  groom  give  them  a present  of  a 
gun  or  other  like  gift  by  blockading  the 
door  when  she  is  about  to  go  out.  Her 
mother,  also,  expects  a present.  The  bride 
is  then  taken  to  the  house  of  her  father-in- 
law,  where  her  own  mother  or  some  other 
female  relative  of  the  bride  gives  her  a 
lump  of  dough  or  leaven,  which  she  sticks 
over  the  door,  upon  which  being  done,  the 
groom  gives  her  a blow  with  his  stick  or 
cane  and  flings  millet  seed  and  figs  upon 
her  and  the  by-standers. 

I am  told  that  there  is  nothing  like  our 
marriage  vows  between  the  bride  and 
groom,  but  that  among  the  poorer  people, 
the  bringing  of  the  girl  into  the  father-in- 
law’s  house  constitutes  a marriage  with  his 
son.  Among  the  better  off  sometimes  sev- 
eral Sheikhs  go  through  some  secret  cere- 
monies with  the  groom— the  bride  not  be- 
ing present  at  all.  This  girl  Gussoon  is 
one  who  has  shown  many  satisfactory  evi- 
dences of  conversion.  But  she  was  engaged 
to  this  young  heathen  man  before  her  con- 
version. To  give  him  up  was  not  in  her 
power  in  this  country.  It  seems  hard  to 
us  to  see  our  girls  married  into  heathen 
families,  but  we  do  not  yet  see  any  help  for 
it.  But  one  thing  I can  say  is  that  Gus- 
soon persisted  in  joining  our  church,  al- 
though threatened  by  her  people  with  com- 


plete ostracism,  which  is,  indeed,  a most 
terrible  thing  in  this  merciless  country.  A 
lamb  in  a Siberian  wolf-pack  would  beat 
her  on  chances.  But  she  was  baptized, 
communed  and  has  been  quite  consistent 
in  attending  the  services.  Now  she  is  in  a 
heathen  home — no  worse  than  her  drunk- 
en father’s  house.  It  is  our  bounden  duty 
to  follow  her  and  many  like  her  who  know 
the  truth,  with  our  prayers,  asking  grace 
for  them  and  interceding  that  they  may  be 
true  lights  amidst  the  darkness. 

We  thank  God  for  this  privilege,  which 
will  not  be  taken  away  though  we  must 
go. 

China. — A letter  from  Rev.  A.  I.  Robb, 
dated  December  9,  1902,  contains  the  fol- 
lowing items : 

There  are  two  items  of  interest  at  the 
present  time.  One  is  the  fact  that  at  last 
we  have  secured  one  helper,  not  the  kind 
we  want  most,  but  one  who  is  able  to  do 
a real  work.  He  is  a book  seller.  He  has 
been  known  to  me  for  several  years  and 
wanted  to  join  our  church  last  Spring, 
when  I told  him  to  wait  awhile  until  I 
found  out  his  character.  He  went  to  Ng 
Chau,  where  he  is  well  known,  and  joined 
another  church.  Illness  brought  him 
back  to  his  home,  and  incidentally  lost  him 
employment.  I have  taken  him  on  trial 
and  he  sold  180  Gospels  the  first  fifteen 
days.  That  is  better  than  the  average  by 
a good  deal,  and  is  probably  better  than 
he  will  be  able  to  do  all  the  time,  but 
the  books  were  all  sold  in  our  district. 
Another  man  recently  sold  280  in  two 
weeks  near  one  market  town  ten  miles 
from  us.  The  fact  is,  that  people  are  far 
more  ready  to,  buy  and  listen  than  ever 
before. 

The  other  item  is  that  our  communion 
is  announced  for  the  first  Sabbath  of 
January.  We  are  earnestly  hoping  for 
some  to  confess  the  Name,  but  there  are 
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many  adversaries  and  we  do  not  yet  know. 
It  will  be  over  before  this  reaches  you, 
so  we  cannot  ask  for  special  prayers,  but 
we  take  comfort  that  we  are  constantly  re- 
membered, and  that  our  needs  are  all  well 
known  to  Him. 

We  are  all  well,  and  the  newcomers  are 
making  a good  start  on  the  language. 
Their  teachers  are  not  quite  all  that  could 
be  desired,  some  of  them  at  least,  but  that 
is  a common  obstacle. 

Dr.  George  and  Dr.  Wright  recently 
spent  ten  days  in  Canton  studying  leprosy 
under  a specialist.  He  gave  each  one  sev- 
eral cases  to  treat  for  ten  days  and  showed 
them  cases  that  are  apparently  cured, 
who  were  very  ill  not  long  ago.  It  remains 
to  be  seen  yet  whether  the  cures  are  per- 
manent or  not.  It  is  at  least  demonstrated 
that  great  relief  can  be  given,  and  tempo- 
rary restoration  and  comfort.  One  man 
who  could  not  walk  is  now  able  for  work. 

Robbery  is  rampant  now  all  over  South 
China,  on  account  of  the  short  crop  and 
consequent  high  price  of  rice.  A strong 
man  came  to  me  this  morning  and  asked 
for  any  kind  of  work,  though  he  is  a 
tradesman,  in  order  to  get  rice  for  himself 
and  his  family.  He  said  he  had  no  break- 
fast, and  had  a mother  to  support  besides 
his  own  wife  and  children.  The  wife  and 
children,  he  said,  could  nearly  earn  their 
own  rice,  though  the  children  are  only 
seven  and  four  years  old,  but  the  mother 
is  too  ol'd.  Many  of  such  old  people  die 
of  neglect  when  they  get  too  feeble  to 
work.  I suppose  there  are  many  in  like 
case  with  him  now. 


The  Review  of  Missions  gives  us  the  fol- 
lowing item  in  regard  to  the  work  of  the 
M.  E.  Church,  South,  in  China : 

Our  Church  entered  China  in  1848. 
Charles  Taylor  and  Benjamin  Jenkins 
and  their  wives  were  our  first  mission- 
aries. During  the  next  twelve  years  twelve 


more  went  out;  but  the  long  voyage,  the 
deadly  climate,  and  hardships  growing  out 
of  unsettled  conditions,  forced  one  after 
another  to  return  until,  at  the  breaking 
out  of  the  Civil  War,  only  three  men  and 
their  wives  were  on  the  field.  But  in  1873 
we  had  four  missionaries,  three  native 
preachers,  four  Bible  women,  and  seventy- 
four  members.  To  the  sublime  courage 
and  faith  of  our  pioneer  missionaries  our 
Church  owes  a debt  the  size  of  which  we 
are  scarcely  able  to  conceive;  but  their 
names  are  written  in  heaven,  and  they 
shall  have  their  reward. 

Our  mission  centers  in  China  are 
Shanghai  and  Soochow.  Shanghai  is  the 
great  emporium  on  the  eastern  shore  of 
China,  and  has  nearly  1,000,000  native 
and  about  10,000  foreign  inhabitants. 
Soochow  is  the  Athens  of  China,  and  20,- 
000,000  of  the  nation's  most  intelligent 
and  peace-loving  people  can  be  reached  by 
a two  days’  boat  ride  from  Soochow.  A 
glance  at  the  map  reveals  the  advantageous 
position  held  by  these  cities.  * * * Now 
we  have  on  the  field  (including  women) 
53  missionaries,  15  native  traveling 
preachers,  92  native  local  preachers,  teach- 
ers and  other  helpers,  and  934  melnbers. 
On  an  average,  we  double  our  membership 
every  four  years.  We  have  29  Sabbath- 
schools  and  1,712  pupils.  We  have  two 
boarding  schools  and  8 day  schools.  Our 
women  have  5 boarding  schools  and  39  day 
schools.  In  all  these  schools  we  have  more 
than  1,500  pupils  who  are  being  trained  by 
as  Christly  and  competent  men  and  wom- 
en as  this  world  affords.  In  our  two  hos- 
pitals and  dispensaries  we  treat  16,462  pa- 
tients annually,  and  our  women  in  their 
two  hospitals  treat  6,362.  In  connection 
with  our  hospital  in  Soochow  classes  re- 
ceive instruction  in  medicine  and  are 
trained  in  the  art  of  healing. 

New  Hebrides.— Speaking  of  the  work 
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on  the  Island  of  Malikula,  Dr.  John  G. 
Paton  says,  in  a letter  to  Quarterly  Jot- 
tings: 

At  Urpiv,  our  son-in-law,  Mr.  Gillan, 
has  54  church  members  and  309  attend- 
ing. 

At  Pangkuinu,  our  son  Frederick  has 
80  church  members  and  450  attending. 

At  Aulua,  Air.  Leggatt  has  100  church 
members  and  500  attending. 

And  amidst  difficulties  and  dangers 
they  and  their  native  teachers  and  con- 
verts are  doing  all  they  can  to  bring  the 
thousands  of  surrounding  heathen  to  re- 
ceive Jesus  as  their  God  and  Saviour  and 
to  love  and  serve  Him.  At  each  of  their 
stations  their  admirable,  zealous  band  of 
converts  have  formed  Christian  villages, 
in  each  house  of  which  the  day  is  begun 
and  closed  with  praise  and  prayer.  They 
stand  by  each  other,  help  the  missionary 
all  they  can,  and  go  forth  in  twos  or  more 
visiting  and  preaching  the  gospel  to  all 
tlnyy  can  get  to  listen  in  heathen  villages, 
and  they  and  their  children  are  all  decent- 
ly clothed.  Thus  from  every  point  of  view 
they  are  object  lessons  to  the  savages  of 
what  all  may  become  by  giving  up  heathen- 
ism and  worshiping  the  Living  God. 

India. — In  the  Baptist  Missionary  Mag- 
azine for  December,  1902,  Rev.  T.  S.  Bar- 
ker, D.  D.,  Foreign  Secretary  of  the  Arner- 
can  Baptist  Union,  has  an  excellent  article 
on  “The  Burman,”  from  which  we  take 
the  liberty  of  making  the  following  ex- 
tracts : 

The  Burmans,  numerically  and  in  the 
influential  position  which  they  still  main- 
tain, are  first  among  the  peoples  of  the 
land.  It  was  to  them  Judson  came  when 
driven  from  British  India;  and  until  the 
day  of  his  death  their  spiritual  well-being 
weighed  upon  his  heart.  Of  the  entire 
population  of  10,491,733  the  Burman 
claims  little  less  than  8,000,000.  About 


one-third  of  these  are  in  upper  Burma,  the 
remainder  in  lower  Burma.  The  Burman 
is  found  in  all  sections  of  the  country,  but 
his  favored  home  is  in  the  broad,  rich  val- 
ley watered  by  the  Irrawadi  River.  He 
chooses  country  districts  rather  than  the 
city.  Burma,  indeed,  has  few  cities;  not 
more  than  fifteen  towns  have  a population 
exceeding  10,000,  and  only  Rangoon  in 
lower  Burma  (population  232,000)  and 
Mandalay  in  upper  Burma  (population 
about  180,000)  rank  among  the  larger 
cities  of  India.  In  Rangoon  Burmans 
constitute  less  than  one-third  of  the  popu- 
lation. The  quieter  life  of  country  dis- 
tricts is  preferred  by  them yet  here  they 
gather  in  good-sized  villages  that  stand 
boldly  upon  the  river  bank,  while  the  Ka- 
ren people  when  found  upon  the  plains 
live  in  smaller  villages  hidden  by  jungle 
growth. 

The  Burman  is  a Buddhist.  In  Burma, 
Buddhism  appears  at  its  best,  more  clean- 
ly and  less  puerile  than  the  Buddhism  of 
Japan  or  China.  But  Buddhism  at  its  best 
is  atheistic.  It  has  no  message  for  the 
heart  but  shuts  the  soul  up  to  its  own  poor 
resources  in  dealing  with  the  problems 
of  sorrow  and  sin.  It  stimulates  vanity 
and  deadens  natural  conviction  and  feel- 
ing. But  while  atheistic  the  religion  of. 
Burma  has  sown  the  land  thick  with  idols. 
Sir  Monier  Williams  well  says : “It  was 
indeed  by  a strange  irony  of  fate  that  the 
man  who  denied  any  God  or  any  being 
higher  than  himself,  and  told  his  followers 
to  look  to  themselves  alone  for  salvation, 
should  have  been  not  only  deified  and  wor- 
shiped but  represented  by  more  images 
than  any  other  being  ever  idolized  in  any 
part  of  the  world.”  These  representations 
of  Gautama  unquestionably  are  objects  of 
worship.  Like  other  peoples  the  Burman 
cannot  be  satisfied  with  atheism.  The 
mind  refuses  to  believe  in  a vacant  world. 
Buddhism  for  the  Burman  is  supplement- 
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eel  by  a system  of  spirit  or  met  worship. 
While  their  sacred  books  condemn  the 
practice,  the  Barmans,  from  the  highest  to 
the  lowest,  are  worshipers  of  evil  spirits. 

Our  work  for  Burmans  is  conducted  at 
v. ell-chosen  centres,  including  seven  of  the 
eight  largest  towns  in  lower  Burma  and 
four  of  the  six  largest  towns  in  upper 
Burma.  Altogether  there  are  15  stations, 
with  missionary  residences,  and  38 
churches  with  a membership  of  2,125.  In 
this  membership,  however,  a few  hundred 
Talains  and  some  Karens  are  included. 
Some  Burmans  are  found  also  in  churches 
whose  membership  is  more  largely  from 
other  peoples. 

Our  strongest  Burman  churches  in  lower 
Burma  are  in  the  two  cities  made  sacred 
by  early  labors,  Rangoon  and  Moulmein. 
Rangoon,  besides  the  church  connected 
with  the  college  in  which  a considerable 
number  of  Burmans  are  found,  has  two 
Burman  churches.  The  First  Church  of 
Rangoon,  successor  to  the  little  company 
of  eighteen  souls  gathered  at  the  outbreak 
of  the  Burman  war,  now  numbers  1G0.  It 
is  self-supporting  and  is  led  by  a pastor  of 
earnest  devotion.  At  the  west  of  the  city 
is  a smaller  church  of  35  members,  largely 
connected  with  the  Kemendine  school. 
At  Moulmein  a company  of  270  still  meets 
before  the  old  pulpit  from  which  the  voice 
of  l)r.  .Judson  was  often  hoard.  The  Ran- 
goon field  as  a whole  has  9 churches,  with 
a membership  of  390  exclusive  of  the  col- 
lege church.  The  Moulmein  field  has  4 
churches  with  400  members.  The  other 
fields  of  lower  Burma  lie  mainly  in  the  dis- 
trict north  and  northwest  from  Rangoon. 

The  traveler  by  rail  from  Rangoon  to 
Mandalay  will  pass  through  throe  of  these 
fields  before  reaching  the  confines  of  upper 
Burma.  Pegu  (2  churches,  250  members) 
is  40  miles  from  Rangoon.  The  little* 
church  at  Shwegyin  (6  members),  at  some 
remove  from  the  railway,  is  40  miles 


further  on.  Toungoo  (2  churches,  8G 
members)  is  80  miles  north  from  Shwegy- 
in. A journey  by  the  Rangoon  and  Promc 
railway  will  take  the  visitor  to  the  centers 
of  three  other  fields;  Thongze  (2  churches, 
310  members)  Go  miles  from  Rangoon; 
Zigon  (2  churches,  179  members)  50  miles 
north  from  Thongze;  and  Prome  (3 
churches,  181  members)  45  miles  north 
from  Zigon.  Far  to  the  west,  on  the  ex- 
treme arm  of  the  Irrawadi  River,  70  miles 
from  the  sea,  is  Bassein  (4  churches,  117 
members)  ; and  further  north,  Henzada  (4 
churches,  308  members)  confronts 
Thongze  from  the  further  bank  of  the 
Irrawadi  River.  Far  to  the  southeast, 
Tavov  (24  members)  occupies  the  belt  of 
land  adjoining  the  kingdom  of  Siam. 

In  upper  Burma  conditions  are  severer 
than  in  the  lower  country,  duplicating  the 
difficulties  encountered  in  the  beginning  of 
Burman  missionary  work.  Mandalay  alone 
has  considerable  strength ; here  a member- 
ship of  219  Burman  Christians  meets  in 
the  beautiful  house  of  worship,  built  as  a 
memorial  of  Dr.  Judson,  by  funds  con- 
tributed in  considerable  part  by  natives. 
About  nine  miles  southwest  from  Manda- 
lay is  Sagaing  (19  members),  close  by  the 
old  capitals  Amarapura  and  Ava.  Eighty 
miles  further  to  the  south  upon  the  river 
bank  is  Myingyan  (32  members)  ; while 
at  Meiktila  (80  miles  south  by  rail  from 
Mandalay)  is  a little  company  of  disciples 
not  yet  organized  as  a church. 

School  work  is  conducted  at  almost  all 
the  Burman  stations.  The  schools  show 
an  enrollment  of  3,G83  pupils,  but  many  of 
these  are  found  in  outlying  jungle  schools. 
More  generally  than  among  the  Karens, 
school  work  is  planned  with  a view  to 
reaching  other  than  Christian  homes,  and 
the  schools  are  attended  largely  by  day 
pupils  residing  in  their  vicinity.  The 
higher  schools,  with  departments  corre- 
sponding to  our  higher  grammar  grades, 
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number  eight  and  have  a total  enrollment 
of  about  1,300.  Six  other  excellent  schools 
of  somewhat  lower  grade  have  an  attend- 
ance of  750.  Strong  schools  for  boys  are 
found  at.  Rangoon,  Moulmein  and  Man- 
dalay. The  Lanmadaw  school  at  Rangoon 
with  400  pupils,  meeting  in  the  building 
occupied  by  the  Lanmadaw  Church,  over- 
flows upon  the  piazzas  and  into  outbuild- 
ings. The  Moulmein  schools  meet  in  the 
old  printing  house  made  memorable  by  the 
issuing  of  Dr.  Judson’s  Burman  Bible. 

Work  for  the  Burmans  is  still  in  its 
beginnings.  The  task  to  which  the  pio- 
neer laborers  addressed  themselves  is  one 
not  to  be  accomplished  in  a day  or  a gen- 
eration. But  the  conquest  is  -worthy  of 
patient  effort.  When  Burma  is  won  the 
central  stronghold  of  Buddhism  will  have 
been  gained  for  Christ;  and  from  this  re- 
sort of  many  peoples  Christian  influences 
will  radiate  far.  To  American  Baptists, 
Burma  is  given  as  a peculiar  trust.  Origi- 
nally occupied  by  their  representatives,  it 
has  remained  almost  exclusively  theirs, 
the  work  of  other  evangelical  denomina- 
tions being  inconsiderable.  A strong  rein- 
forcement for  the  overtaxed  company  of 
workers  for  the  Burman  is  an  urgent  need. 
The  work  is  one  already  yielding  priceless 
rewards.  Though  the  number  of  converts 
is  not  large,  the  world  has  no  choicer,  pur- 
er spirits  than  are  to  be  found  among 
them.  And  the  results  of  the  work  are  not 
to  be  measured  by  the  number  enrolled  in 
Burman  churches.  The  recent  census  re- 
ports a total  Christian  population  in  Bur- 
ma, including  families  of  converts,  of 
147,669.  Tribes  that  -were  not  a people 
are  taking  on  the  characteristics  of  the 
people  of  God.  The  movement,  begun 
when  two  servants  of  Christ  crossed  the 
Bay  of  Bengal  to  give  the  Gospel  to  the 
Burman,  is  working  powerfully  for  the 
fulfillment  of  the  word  of  revelation,  “On 
His  head  were  many  crowns.” 


The  Pioneer,  a leading  newspaper  in 
India,  says  in  a recent  editorial: 

The  most  remarkable  feature  of  the 
census  returns  is  undoubtedly  that  present- 
ed by  the  figures  relating  to  Christianity.  It 
is  impossible  not  to  be  struck  with  the  en- 
ergy with  which  Mission  work  is  being  car- 
ried on,  and  with  the  success  which  is  at- 
tending it.  An  increase  of  nearly  28  per 
cent.,  where  the  total  population  has  in- 
creased by  less  than  2 1-2  per  cent.,  is  a 
hard  fact  which  cannot  be  explained  awray. 
And  this  increase,  amounting  to  638,861, 
is  shared  by  every  Province  and  State  in 
India;  even  Bombay,  Central  India,  the 
Central  Provinces,  and  Rajputana,  where 
the  famine  was  most  severe,  show  con- 
siderable increases  in  the  Christian  popu- 
lation, though  it  is  in  Southern  India,  in 
Madras  and  the  native  States  of  Travan- 
core  and  Cochin,  that  the  greatest  increase 
is  recorded.  Madras  now  has  a total  Chris- 
tian population  of  1,024,071,  and  the 
Travancore  and  Cochin  Christians  number 
910,409,  an  increase  of  195,758  in  the  dec- 
ade, the  total  population  of  the  two  States 
being  3,764,182.  It  is  curious,  but  per- 
haps not  unnatural,  that  Christianity 
should  have  its  stronghold  in  a State 
which,  perhaps  more  than  any  part  of  In- 
dia, is  the  home  and  seat  of  Brahmanism. 
Most  of  these  Christians  are  drawn  either 
from  the  lowest  castes  or  from  those  who 
are  lower  than  all  caste,  and  the  dividing 
lines  between  tire  castes  are  naturally  most 
sharply  emphasized  in  districts  in  which 
Brahmanism  is  predominant.  It  is  an  in- 
dubitable fact  that  Mission  work  is  most 
successful  among  the  classes  who  have 
nothing  to  lose  socially  by  conversion, 
though  that  fact  is  sometimes  overlooked 
by  critics  who  are  disposed  to  cavil  at  the 
product  of  missionary  effort,  and  who  for- 
get the  depth  of  social  degradation  from 
which  the  convert  often  springs. 
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AT  HOME. 

Allegheny,  Pa. — The  following  items  are  from  the  Central  Board  : 

Financial  Statement — 


On  hand 
Dec.  1,  1902. 

Domestic  Mission g699.ll 

Southern  Mission 2,380.41 

Indian  Mission 1,106.96 

Chinese  Mission 392.44 

Jewish  Mission 451.66 

Industrial  School 1,000.00 

Sustentation  Fund 242.03 

Overdrawn 
Dec.  1,  1902. 

Building  Fund 390.85 


The  condition  of  the  different  funds  as 
contained  in  the  above  statement  is  most 
gratifying.  But  one — the  Southern  Mis- 
sion Building  Fund— is  overdrawn.  The 
amount  is  small,  $185.10. 

Domestic  Mission. — Mrs.  Elsey  expects 
to  visit  the  new  mission  field  at  Mead, 
Wash.,  in  February. 

.Reports  from  the  clerks  of  all  the  Pres- 
byteries were  received  at  the  meeting  of 
the  Board  on  the  third  Wednesday  of 
January.  They  were,  as  a rule,  lull,  and 
gave  the  information  necessary  that 
proper  distribution  of  funds  might  be 
made.  This  is,  perhaps,  the  first  time 
in  the  history  of  the  Board  when  quar- 
terly reports  were  received  from  all  the 
clerks  in  time. 

Southern  Mission  — The  Lord’s  Supper 
was  dispensed  on  the  second  Sabbath  of 
January.  There  was  no  accession.  Mr. 
Reed  preached  the  first  Sabbath  of  the 
month  at  Valley  Creek,  and  the  third  at 
Pleasant  Grove.  Miss  May  Beattie  was 
called  home  on  account  of  sickness.  She 
expects  soon  to  return. 

$15  were  appropriated  to  the  Chinese 
Mission  and  $100  to  the  Jewish. 

J.  W.  Sproull. 


Receipts. 

Expenditures. 

On  hand 
Jan.  1,  1903. 

$599.89 

$125.00 

$7,174.00 

581.18 

551.86 

2,409.73 

343.17 

255.41 

1,194.72 

15.29 

152.00 

392.73 

172.57 

100.00 

524.23 

150.00 

850.00 

71.33 

— 

313.36 

Overdrawn 
Jan.  1,  1903. 

205.75 

— 

185.10 

L.  M.  Society  of  Olathe  Congregation  for 
1902: 

Another  year  has  rolled  around  and  we 
are  brought,  in  God’s  kind  providence,  to- 
the  beginning  of  a new  year.  During  the 
year  just  closed  we  have  held  ten  regular 
meetings  with  an  average  attendance  of 
fifteen  members.  There  were  three  extra 
meetings  held  for  work.  Our  Correspond- 
ing Secretary  read  to  us  many  interesting 
letters  from  our  different  mission  fields. 

Death  has  entered  our  midst  but  once 
during  the  year,  and  in  that  instance  call- 
ing one  of  our  oldest  members.  It  is  “one 
by  one”  that  we  are  being  called. 

Our  hands  as  well  as  our  minds  have 
been  busy  throughout  the  year.  In  the 
forepart  of  the  year  we  prepared  a box 
consisting  of  bed  furnishings  and  garments 
to  be  used  by  Miss  McNaughton,  our  mis- 
sionary in  Asia  Minor.  Our  other  work 
has  been  that  of  making  three  pieces  of 
rag-carpet,  one  being  for  our  missionary, 
R.  J.  Dodds,  and  the  other  two  for  sale, 
and  that  of  making  three  quilts. 

Mrs.  G.  A.  Edgar,  President. 

Margaret  Atchison,  Secretary. 

TREASURER’S  REPORT. 

Receipts. 

Rec’d  from  Former  Treasurer ....  $40.90 


Olathe,  Ivan. — Report  of  Secretary  of 
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Dues  collected  

Donations  

$64.70 

6.13 

Money  collected  for  Building 

Fund  

18.00 

Sale  of  carpet 

8.35 

Proceeds  of  dinner  at  sale 

19.22 

Pledge  monev  collected 

11.30 

Miscellaneous  

2.55 

Total  

$171.15 

Disbursements. 

Paid  for  muslin ' 

$10.00 

Sent  to  Domestic  Mission 

20.00 

Sent  to  Southern  Mission 

15.00 

Sent  to  Salarv  of  Y.  W.  M 

12.50 

Sent  to  Denver  Cong 

5.00 

Paid  to  Deacons  on  Building  Fund. 

40.00 

1 ’ostage  

.43 

Expense  on  carpets  and  quilts.  . . . 

14.75 

Chari  tv  outlav 

3.47 

Total  

$121.15 

Balance  on  hand 

50.00 

$171.15 

Mrs.  Ida  Moore.. 

Treasurer. 

Philadelphia,  Pa. — Annual  report  of 
the  Ladies"'  Missionary  Society  of  the 
Third  Church,  Philadelphia : 


During  the  past  year  the  Society  held 
ten  regular  meetings,  and  collected  from 
the  members  in  monthly  dues  $128.07,  and 
from  the  honorary  members  $17.00,  and  a 
donation  of  $3.85,  making  a total  of 
$145.07.  During  the  year  our  number 
was  decreased  by  four  members  resigning, 
but  we  received  an  increase  of  two  new 
members,  making  our  membership  at  the 
present  time  G7. 

The  disbursements  for  the  year  were  as 


follows : 

Denver  congregation  for  repairs . . $5.00 

Foreign  Mission 50.00 

Domestic  Mission  40.00 

Southern  Mission 15.00 

Indian  Mission 15.00 

Jewish  Mission  10.00 

Chinese  Mission 10.00 

Total  $145.00 


Leaving  a balance  in  the  treasury  of 
$3.04. 

In  looking  over  the  record  of  the  past 
year  we  have  much  for  which  to  be  grate- 
ful and  should  enter  upon  the  work  of 
the  year  1903  with  the  assurance  that  He 
who  has  so  abundantly  blessed  us  in  the 
past  will  still  continue  His  gracious  favor 
if  we  only  trust  in  Him. 

“Hitherto  hath  the  Lord  helped  us.” 
Kutii  McKnight. 


<lIn  Liverpool,  England,  each  year  since  1889  the  magistrates  have  reduced  the  num- 
ber oflicensed  houses.  The  result  is  that,  concurrently  with  a reduction  of  345,  the 
police  cases  of  drunkenness  have  dropped  from  16,042  to  4,180.  The  return  which 
gives  these  figures  further  adds  that  so  marked  was  the  change  in  the  social  life  of 
Liverpool,  that  in  1899  the  strength  of  the  police  force  was  lowered,  by  way  of  ex- 
periment, by  100  men,  and  £8,000  a year  so  saved  to  the  rates.  And  this  in  spite  of 
an  increase  in  population  during  the  same  period  from  552,000  to  629,000.”  The  above 
paragraph,  which  is  quoted  in  West  Coates  Supplement  from  a local  newspaper,  de- 
serves to  be  pondered  by  all  who  are  interested  in  temperance  and  righteousness  and 
all  that  makes  for  the  truest  welfare  of  a nation. 


“The  secret  of  a quiet  heart  is  to  keep  ever  near  God.  Stayed  on  Him,  we  shall 
not  be  shaken  and  our  hearts  shall  be  fixed,  trusting  in  the  Lord.” 
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“CANT  CHRISTIAN  CITIZENS 
SWEAR  ALLEGIANCE  TO  THE 
IMMORAL  CONSTITUTION  OF 
THE  UNITED  STATES  AND  BE 
LOYAL  TO  CHRIST  THE 
KING?”* 

There  is  a fundamental  difference  be- 
tween Satan's  politics  and  the  politics  of 
our  Lord.  It  is  the  difference  between 
light  and  darkness,  between  the  god  of 
this  world  and  the  Lord  from  heaven. 
Satan  is  the  god  of  this  world,  and  the 
ungodly  take  their  politics  from  him. 
The  Lord  Jesus  Christ  is  the  divinely- 
appointed  governor  over  the  nations,  and 
Christians  should  take  their  polities  from 
Him. 

Christian  Citizenship. 

Citizenship  is  the  relation  which  the 
individual  sustains  to  civil  authority  and 
its  author,  and  the  duties  which  grow  out 
of  these  relations.  Christian  citizenship 
is  the  relation  which  the  believer  in  Christ 
sustains  to  the  divine  institution  of  civil 
government  and  its  Administrator,  and 
the  duties  growing  out  of  these  relations 
to  his  fellow-citizens,  to  the  state,  and  to 
Christ  the  King. 

“Behave  as  citizens  worthy  of  the  gos- 
pel of  Christ”  (Phil,  i.,  27).  “Our  citi- 
zenship is  in  heaven,  from  whence,  also, 
we  look  for  the  Saviour,  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ”  (Phil,  iii.,  20).  “Ye  are  no 
more  strangers  and  foreigners,  but  fel- 
low-citizens with  the  saints,  and  of  the 
household  of  God”'(Eph.  ii.,  19).  In 
Ex.  xxviii.,  36,  we  are  informed  that  the 
high  priest,  when  he  ministered  in  the 
sanctuary,  was  to  wear  the  mitre  and  a 
plate  of  gold  on  his  forehead,  on  which 

* Spoken  at  National  Reform  Convention,  December , 1902, 
Boston,  Mass. 


was  engraven,  “Holiness  unto  the  Lord,” 
indicating  that  he  was  wholly  dedicated 
to  God.  In  Zech.  xiv.,  20,  21,  we  read, 
that  in  the  triumph  of  the  gospel  “Holi- 
ness unto  the  Lord”  shall  be  written  on 
the  bells  of  the  horses,  and  also  upon  the 
frying  pans  and  pots  of  the  kitchen,  indi- 
cating that  the  secular  department  of  the 
believer’s  life  is  to  .become  sacred.  The 
political  life  of  the  Christian  is  to  be  a 
sacrament,  his  political  action  is  a sacred 
service. 

1.  The  gospel  requires  that  men  be  born 
again  that  they  may  become  Christian  cit- 
izens. 

Christianity  is  a life,  and  life  manifests 
itself  everywhere.  The  sap  of  the  tree 
descends  in  the  autumn,  and  the  leaves 
fall,  and  the  tree  appears  dead.  The  sin- 
ner's life  is  alienated  from  God;  he  is  not 
subject  to  God’s  law,  neither,  indeed,  can 
be.  In  the  spring  the  sap  rises  in  the 
tree,  and  it  puts  forth  leaves  and  buds 
and  blossoms,  and  produces  fruit.  That 
life  pervades  the  whole  tree.  When  sin- 
ners accept  of  Christ  they  become  new 
creatures.  “To  as  many  as  received  Him 
gave  He  power  to  become  the  sons  of  God, 
even  to  them  that  believed  on  His  Name; 
which  were  born  not  of  blood,  neither  of 
the  will  of  the  flesh,  nor  of  man,  but  of 
God.”  Our  Lord  became  the  Son  of  God 
incarnate  when  the  Holy  Ghost  overshad- 
owed the  Virgin  Mary.  “Therefore  that 
holy  thing  that  shall  be  born  of  thee  shall 
be  called  the  Son  of  God.”  Believers  be- 
come the  Sons  of  God  when  the  new  creat- 
ure is  conceived  in  the  heart  bv  the  Holy 
Spirit  through  the  belief  of  the  truth. 
*‘Of  His  own  will  begat  He  us  by  the  word 
of  truth.”  This  new  life  manifests  itself, 
not  in  some  acts  only,  but  in  all  acts ; not 
in  some  words,  but  in  all  words;  not  in 
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some  departments,  but  in  all  departments 
of  life.  “If  any  man  be  in  Christ  he  is  a 
new  creature ; old  things  are  passed  away, 
all  things  are  become  new.”  It  is  there- 
fore inevitable  that  this  life  manifest  it- 
self in  the  realm  of  politics. 

2.  The  gospel  requires  Christian  citi- 
zens to  dedicate  their  Christian  citizen- 
ship to  Christ. 

Christianity  is  a dedication,  and  dedica- 
tion includes  everything.  Our  bodies  are 
to  be  devoted.  “We  beseech  you,  there- 
fore, by  the  mercies  of  God,  that  you  pre- 
sent your  bodies  a living  sacrifice,  holy, 
acceptable  unto  God,  which  is  your  rea- 
sonable service.”  “Know  ye  not  that 
your  bodies  are  the  temple  of  God?” 
Our  souls  are  to  be  devoted.  “Be  not  con- 
formed to  this  world,  but  be  ye  trans- 
formed by  the  renewing  of  your  mind.” 
“Ye  are  not  your  own,  ye  are  bought  with 
a price;  therefore  glorify  God  in  your 
bodies  and  spirits  which  are  His.”  “Oh, 
how  much  Christ  needs  trained,  accom- 
plished servants,  who  have  learned  that 
there  is  no  sphere  of  life  in  which  they 
cannot  serve  Him;  that  there  is  nothing 
worth  doing  for  a man  which  they  cannot 
do  for  Him!  Christ  cannot  spare  a sin- 
gle inch  of  manhood;  He  has  redeemed 
and  He  can  use  it  all”  (Rev.  W.  R.  Ter- 
rett,  D.D.,  in  “Christ  the  Nation’s 
King”). 

But  the  most  important  part  of  a man’s 
life  is  the  relational.  A man  filled  with 
the  Spirit  of  God  dedicates  his  domestic 
life  to  Christ,  whether  it  be  father  or 
mother,  husband  or  wife,  son  or  daugh- 
ter, brother  or  sister.  Christ  is  the  Lord 
of  the  family  to  the  believer.  It  is  so  in 
business.  The  believer  does  that  which 
is  required  by  Christ  in  commercial  life. 
As  employer  he  gives  that  which  is  just 
and  equal;  a fair  day’s  pay  for  a fair 
day’s  work;  considering  the  needs  of  his 
workmen  and  their  families.  As  employee 


he  works  not  with  eye-service,  as  men- 
pleasers,  but  as  the  servant  of  Christ, 
doing  the  will  of  God  from  the  heart.  In 
politics  it  is  the  same.  The  believer  will 
enter  no  political  relation  into  which  he 
cannot  take  Christ.  He  will  engage  in 
no  political  action  upon  which  he  cannot 
ask  the  approval  of  Christ.  “For  me  to 
live  is  Christ.” 

3.  The  gospel  requires  Christian  citi- 
zens to  recognize  the  will  of  Christ  as 
the  supreme  standard  in  political  life. 

Christianity  is  a service,  and  service 
must  be  complete  and  entire.  The  be- 
liever says:  “My  Lord  and  my  God”; 
and  Christ  responds : “Fear  not,  I have 
redeemed  thee  ; thou  art  Mine.”  The  be- 
liever says:  “All  that  the  Lord  hath  said 
will  we  do  and  be  obedient”;  and  Christ 
responds:  “Ye  are  my  friends  if  ye  do 
whatsoever  I command  you.”  The  be- 
liever says:  “Lord,  what  wilt  Thou  have 
me  to  do  ?”  And  Christ  responds : 
“Blessed  are  they  that  keep  His  com- 
mandments.” “If  ye  love  Me,  keep  My 
commandments.” 

The  great  commission  to  preach  the 
gospel  to  every  creature  involved  entire 
submission  to  the  authority  of  Christ. 
“Teaching  them  to  observe  all  things 
whatsoever  I have  commanded  you.” 
Paul  called  himself  “the  servant  of  the 
Lord” — the  doulos,  the  slave,  under  the 
bonds  of  God’s  love,  bound  to  his  Re- 
deemer by  these  chords  of  love  forever. 
“Love  took  up  the  harp  of  life  and  smote 
on  all  the  chords  with  might, 

Smote  the  chord  of  self  which,  trembling, 
passed  in  music  out  of  sight.” 

The  gospel  requires  Christian  citizens 
to  bow  to  the  will  of  Christ,  the  king,  in 
the  realm  of  politics.  His  will,  and  that 
alone,  is  the  law  of  political  life  to  the 
believer. 

4.  The  gospel  requires  Christian  citi- 
zens to  separate  from  all  political  evil. 
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Our  Lord  was  born  a Jewish  citizen. 
He  performed  all  His  duties  as  a citizen, 
private  and  public,  but  watchfully  kept 
Himself  from  all  the  prevailing  evils  of 
the  day.  He  loved  righteousness  and 
hated  iniquity  so  much  that  He  was  will- 
ing to  go  to  Gethsemane  and  Golgotha  to 
destroy  sin  and  bring  in  everlasting  right- 
eousness. He  was  holy,  harmless,  and 
separate  from  sinners.  We  are  to  be  in 
the  world  as  He  was.  “If  ye  were  of 
the  world,  the  world  would  love  its  own; 
but  because  ye  are  not  of  the  world,  but 
I have  chosen  you  out  of  the  world,  there- 
fore the  world  hateth  you.”  “Come  out 
from  among  them  and  be  ye  separate,  and 
touch  not  the  unclean  thing,  and  I will 
receive  you,  saith  the  Lord.”  But  this 
separation  is  most  conspicuous  when  in 
closest  contact.  Two  men  are  very  much 
alike  in  dress,  size,  manners,  voice  and 
countenance.  You  are  at  a loss  when  you 
meet  one  of  them  to  know  which  it  is.  But 
when  you  see  them  together,  there  are 
such  differences  apparent  that  you  are  sur- 
prised that  you  had  any  difficulty  in  dis- 
tinguishing them.  So  the  believer  in 
God’s  house  and  the  worldly  man,  apart, 
have  virtues  in  common,  and  they  seem 
to  be  alike;  but  when  you  see  them  to- 
gether in  the  field  of  politics,  you  see  such 
a difference  in  the  motives  that  actuate 
them,  in  the  principles  which  guide  them, 
and  in  the  object  that  they  seek  to  accom- 
plish, that  the  difference  between  them  is 
accentuated  beyond  a question.  The  re- 
sources of  the  one  come  up  to  him  from 
below;  those  of  the  other  come  down  to 
him  from  above. 

5.  The  gospel  requires  Christian  citi- 
zens to  be  conformed  to  Christ  in  political 

life. 

To  be  conformed  to  the  image  of  Christ 
means  to  be  Christlike.  The  good  and 
holy  and  perfect  law  of  God  was  incof- 
porated  into  the  character  of  Christ  and 


translated  into  life.  That  same  law  is 
transmuted  into  life  by  the  believer.  “As 
obedient  children,  not  fashioning  your- 
selves after  the  former  lusts  in  your  ig- 
norance, but  according  to  the  pattern  of 
the  Holy  One  who  hath  called  you,  so  be 
ye  holy  in  all  manner  of  conversation.” 
The  worldly  man  insists  on  fashioning 
his  life  according  to  his  own  ideal.  He 
builds  his  own  character  after  his  own 
pattern.  But  Christ  fashions  believers 
after  His  own  image.  In  nature  every 
seed  produces  according  to  its  own  type 
and  no  other.  In  grace  the  type  is  the 
death  and  resurrection  of  Christ.  We 
are  planted  into  the  likeness  of  His  death ; 
we  become  dead  to  the  world.  “God  for- 
bid that  I should  glory  save  in  the  cross 
of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  by  whom  the 
world  is  crucified  unto  me  and  I unto  the 
world.”  We  are  also  planted  into  the 
likeness  of  His  resurrection.  We  are 
raised  up  into  newness  of  life.  “The 
law  of  the  spirit  of  life  in  Christ  Jesus 
hath  made  me  free  from  the  law  of  sin 
and  death.”  The  believer  is  predestined 
to  be  conformed  to  the  image  of  God’s 
Son ; so  that  the  believer  does  what 
Christ  would  do  were  He  here.  And  what 
Christ  would  do  were  He  a citizen  of  the 
United  States,  the  believer  is  under  obli- 
gation to  do.  This  is  Christian  citizen- 
ship. 

So  the  gospel  teaches  (1)  That  what- 
ever is  right  for  the  believer  to  do  in  pol- 
itics, he  is  called  of  God  to  do  it.  Some 
men  are  called  to  the  ministry.  No  man 
ought  to  become  an  ambassador  for  Christ 
without  this  call  from  the  Head  of  the 
Church.  All  believers  receive  the  effectual 
call  of  the  Spirit  from  darkness  into  God’s 
marvelous  light.  But  God  calls  men  by 
His  providence  as  well  as  by  His  grace. 
He  does  not  call  us  to  join  the  secret, 
oath-bound  lodge,  for  that  is  wrong.  He 
does  not  call  us  to  join  the  lawless  riot, 
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for  that  is  wrong.  He  does  not  call  us 
to  join  in  stock-gambling,  for  that  is 
wrong.  But  whatever  is  right  for  us  to 
do,  to  that  He  calls  us.  “Called  to  be  a 
physician/’  “called  to  be  a carpenter,” 
“called  to  be  a merchant,”  are  as  cer- 
tainly scriptural  as  “called  to  be  a minis- 
ter of  Christ.”  And  our  duties  in  pol- 
itics are  to  be  acts  of  allegiance  to  our 
Saviour  King. 

Fra  Angelico  partook  of  the  sacra- 
mental feast  before  he  began  a new  pic- 
ture. He  could  paint  for  Christ.  Mat- 
thew Hale,  the  great  English  jurist,  “was 
accustomed  to  retire  to  his  closet  for  an 
hour  of  solitary  communion  with  God  be- 
fore he  took  his  seat  upon  the  bench  to  try 
a case  in  court.  He  had  learned  that  he 
wore  the  ermine  as  Christ’s  servant.” 
Abraham  Lincoln  said  during  the  dark 
days  of  the  Rebellion:  “I  have  been  driven 
many  times  to  my  knees  by  the  over- 
whelming conviction  that  I had  nowhere 
else  to  go.  My  own  wisdom  and  that  of 
all  about  me  seemed  insufficient  for  the 
day.”  He  had  learned  that  the  directing 
of  the  affairs  of  a nation  is  a sacred  func- 
tion in  which  he  had  a right  to  ask  the 
divine  guidance  and  support.  The  wel- 
fare of  the  nation  depends  upon  the  con- 
victions of  Christian  citizens,  of  their  ob- 
ligation to  be  loyal  to  Christ  the  King  in 
the  sphere  of  political  action. 

(2)  That  whatever  is  right  for  the  be- 
liever to  do  in  politics  he  is  called  to  do 
for  the  welfare  of  others.  Some  suppose 
that  they  are  only  serving  Christ  when 
they  are  preaching,  or  going  out  as  mis- 
sionaries, or  praying  for  or  making  a con- 
tribution to  missions.  This  is,  of  course, 
the  higher  form  of  service.  But  the  car- 
penter who  builds  good  churches  for  God’s 
people  to  worship  in,  or  good  houses  for 
them  to  live  in;  the  farmer  who  raises 
good  crops  for  their  food;  the  middle- 
man who  transfers  the  food  from  the 


producer  to  the  consumer ; the  physician 
who  cures  diseases ; parents  who  train 
their  children  for  Christ,  and  teachers  who 
prepare  their  pupils  for  efficient  service, 
are  doing  good,  and  their  work  is  sacred 
service.  And  the  Christian  citizen  who 
refuses  to  do  what  injures,  and  pursues 
the  policy  that  uplifts  men,  is  perform- 
ing sacred  service.  What  a wreck  this 
principle  would  make  of  the  existing 
political  parties  if  faithfully  adopted  ! 

(3)  That  whatever  it  is  right  for  the 
believer  to  do  in  politics  he  is  called  to 
do  for  the  glory  of  God.  “The  glory 
which  Thou  hast  given  me  I have  given 
them,  that  the  world  may  know  that  Thou 
hast  sent  Me,  and  hast  loved  them  as 
Thou  hast  loved  Me.”  It  is  not  enough 
to  proclaim  the  gospel  to  men,  it  must  be 
enforced  by  the  lives  of  Christ’s  people. 
The  glory  which  God  gave  the  Son  was 
the  glory  of  holy  living,  the  glory  of  per- 
fect obedience  to  God.  This  brought 
heaven  down  to  earth.  The  angels  sang 
at  His  birth.  The  Holy  Spirit  came  down 
at  His  baptism,  and  the  light  of  heaven 
transfigured  Him  on  the  mount.  This 
glory  our  Lord  gives  His  people,  and  this 
compels  the  world  to  believe  that  the  gos- 
pel is  true.  God  loved  the  Son  because 
He  obeyed.  “This  is  My  beloved  Son  in 
whom  I am  well  pleased,  hear  ye  Him!” 
So  God  loves  believers  who  keep  His  com- 
mandments. And  by  this  the  world 
knows  that  God  sent  His  Son  to  redeem 
them.  Christian  citizens  carry  this  holy 
living  into  politics,  and  that  convinces 
the  world  that  Christ  is  King. 

(4)  That  whatever  it  is  right  for  the 
Christian  citizen  to  do,  he  is  called  to  do 
as  a means  of  grace  in  his  own  heart. 
We  think  of  the  ordinances  of  God’s 
house  as  means  of  grace;  and  so  they  are. 
But  everyday  work  is  also  appointed  to 
this  end.  It  is  necessary  that  we  have 
food,  rest  and  sleep;  but  unless  we  also 
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have  exercise,  we  will  not  grow  strong.  It 
is  necessary  that  we  have  the  Sabbath  rest 
and  the  spiritual  nourishment  of  the 
Word  ; but  we  also  need  the  exercise  of  the 
graces  of  humility  and  patience  and  kind- 
ness and  forgiveness  and  perseverance, 
that  we  may  be  strong  in  the  Lord.  These 
are  exercised  in  everyday  work.  In  the 
realm  of  politics  believers  find  a sphere 
of  action  that  calls  for  the  exercise  of  all 
these  Christian  graces. 

■ (5)  The  gospel  requires  Christian  citi- 
zens to  witness  a good  confession  for  Him 
in  the  realm  of  political  life.  The  charac- 
ter of  a witness  must  be  an  embodiment 
of  the  truth  to  which  he  bears  witness,  to 
make  his  testimony  effective.  A drunkard 
cannot  bear  efficient  testimony  against  the 
saloon.  A slaveholder  is  not  in  a posi- 
tion to  testify  against  the  slave  system.  A 
Sabbath-breaker  is  not  the  man  whose 
testimony  against  Sabbath  desecration 
will  be  heeded.  “Thou  that  sayest  thou 
shalt  not  commit  adultery,  dost  thou  com- 
mit adultery?”  (Rom.  ii.,  21-22.)  The 
Christian  citizen  who  swears  to  support  a 
constitution  that  disregards  the  royal 
claims  of  the  reigning  Mediator  is  not 
in  a position  to  testify  against  the  aggra- 
vated sin  of  the  nation  in  adopting  such  a 
compact.  Christian  citizens  are  no  more 
qualified  to  bear  testimony  to  the  king- 
ship  of  Christ  over  the  nations  without 
true  allegiance  to  Him  in  the  sphere  of 
politics,  than  is  the  member  of  the 
church  to  testify  to  His  Headship  over 
the  church  without  true  allegiance  to  Him 
in  the  sphere  of  ecclesiastical  life.  We 
cannot  be  Christ’s  true  witnesses  while 
identified  with  a Christless  government 
any  more  than  when  identified  with  a 
Christless  church. 

(fi)  The  gospel  requires  Christian  citi- 
zens to  do  now  just  what  they  will  do 
when  the  millennial  reign  of  Christ  shall 
be  established  in  its  full  glory.  States- 


men are  far-seeing  men.  Abraham  saw 
Christ’s  day  and  was  glad.  The  man  was 
to  become  a family,  the  family  to  become 
a nation,  out  of  the  nation- would  come  a 
deliverer,  the  deliverer  would  establish  a 
kingdom,  and  that  kingdom  would  become 
universal.  This  is  the  Gulf  Stream  of 
history.  Christian  citizens  live  in  antici- 
pation of  this.  The  New  Jerusalem  came 
down  from  God  out  of  heaven.  John  saw 
the  new  heavens  and  the  new  earth  where- 
in dwelleth  righteousness.  The  faithful 
and  true  witnesses  bring  the  kingdom 
of  heaven  down  to  earth.  This  glory  the 
Father  gave  the  Son.  This  glorv  He  gives 
them. 

J.  M.  Foster. 

Boston,  Mass. 

(To  he  continued.) 

STRENGTH. 

“The  glory  of  young  men  is  their 
strength.”  Young  men  often  glory  in 
their  muscular  strength, — what  they  can 
lift,  what  they  can  endure,  what  physical 
obstacles  they  can  overcome.  The  pugil- 
ist is  vainglorious  of  his  superiority  over 
his  adversary,  and  when  he  is  defeated  in 
a contest,  he  is  hopelessly  cast  down,  and 
in  his  despondency  he  feels  that  there  is 
nothing  more  for  him — life  for  him  is  not 
worth  living.  Athletic  clubs,  baseball 
clubs,  football  clubs,  and  the  various  other 
similar  organizations  express  emphatically 
the  sentiments  of  young  men  in  regard  to 
physical  strength  and  skill. 

The  value  of  these  exploits  depends  on 
their  object  and  the  end  to  which  they 
contribute.  As  an  end  in  themselves  they 
are  not  worth  what  they  cost ; but  as  a 
means  for  the  acquisition  of  power  for  the 
securing  of  intellectual  and  moral  ends 
their  value  can  scarcely  be  overestimated. 
A sound  and  vigorous  body  is  essential  to 
strenuous  and  sustained  mental  work. 
The  poll  or  head  of  the  axe  is  useless 


54 


Monographs. 


as  a cutting  instrument,  but  it  adds  mo- 
mentum to  the  edge  and  gives  it  °reatly 
increased  effectiveness  for  work.  In  a 
similar  manner  does  the  healthy  body  af- 
fect the  mind  and  its  Various  activities. 
As  a means  for  the  making  of  our  phys- 
ical organization  a fitting  instrument  to 
secure  the  best  mental  work,  bodily  exer- 
cise profits  much. 

“There  was  a little  city  and  few  men 
within  it;-  and  there  came  a great  king 
against  it  and  besieged  it  and  built  great 
bulwarks  against  it.  Now  there  was 
found  in  it  a poor  wise  man,  and  he  by 
his  wisdom  delivered  the  city.  Then  said 
I,  Wisdom  is  better  than  strength.”  So  it 
is.  Mental  power,  strength  of  intellect,  is 
better  than  physical  strength.  Somebody 
has  said,  “A  word  in  England  is  greater 
than  a man  in  Italy,  and  a thought  in 
America  is  greater  than  a cabinet  in  Eng- 
land.” 

Thought  is  superior  to  brute  force.  A 
horse  has  far  more  strength  than  a man, 
but  through  his  knowledge  man  brings  the 
horse  into  complete  subjection.  The  ship 
is  very  large,  and  it  is  driven  by  powerful 
winds,  but  through  the  devices  which  his 
wisdom  suggests  man  guides  the  ship  in 
whatever  direction  he  pleases.  What  vast 
and  heavy  objects  man  handles  with  ut- 
most ease  by  means  of  the  lever  or  other 
mechanical  powers  that  his  wit  has  dis- 
covered ! Look  at  the  railways  that  form 
great  highways  across  the  continent  and 
the  stupendous  bridges  that  span  the 
rivers ; note  the  power  of  steam  or  of  elec- 
tricity which  man’s  wisdom  has  discovered 
and  harnessed  for  the  accomplishment  of 
his  purposes,  and  say  if  wisdom  is  not  bet- 
ter than  muscular  strength.  What  mar- 
vellous results  have  come  from  a thought 
in  the  mind  of  Edison,  Bell,  or  Marconi! 

Set  a thought  in  motion  and  give  it  im- 
petus, and  how  soon  and  how  thoroughly 
it  pervades  the  minds  of  the  people,  rev- 


olutionizes the  nations  and  turns  the 
world  upside  down.  Like  the  water 
which,  filtering  among  the  rocks,  loosens 
them  from  the  mountain  sides,  and  brings 
them  down  in  tremendous  avalanches,  is 
the  power  of  thought,  silently  working  in 
the  minds  of  a people  until  it  overcomes 
every  resisting  force  and  dominates  every 
movement.  Thought  rules  the  world. 
For  illustration  and  proof  of  this,  note  the 
great  events  of  history,  as  the  Eeforma- 
tion,  the  American  Bevolution,  and  the 
Abolition  of  Slavery. 

Difficulties  call  for  strength  and  they 
develop  strength.  The  world  would  never 
have  known  the  latent  resources  of  many 
a great  man, — these  men  themselves  would 
never  have  known,  but  for  the  obstacles 
that  obstructed  their  pathway  and  resisted 
their  efforts.  It  is  good  to  bear  in  mind 
that  the  highest  reward  of  effort  is  not 
generally  the  direct  outcome  of  that  ef- 
fort. Increment  of  power  that  results 
from  exercising  the  power  we  now  have  is 
worth  more,  in  most  cases,  than  the  im- 
mediate object  one  is  striving  to  obtain. 
The  student  who  has  spent  bouts  over  a 
difficult  problem,  or  a page  of  Latin,  is 
less  benefited  by  the  knowledge  thus  se- 
cured than  by  the  development  of  mental 
faculty  that  comes  as  the  result  of  such 
severe  application.  Exercise  is  the  law 
of  growth  alike  in  every  part  of  man’s 
nature,  physical,  intellectual  and  moral. 
It  is  good  to  read  a book  which  demands 
from  us  the  highest  concentration  of 
power  to  gain  possession  of  the  thought. 
Bead  nothing  but  light  literature — works 
of  fiction  that  simply  narrate  a story 
which  one  can  follow  while  half  asleep,  as 
he  swings  himself  in  a rocking-chair — let 
your  reading  be  made  up  of  that  sort  of 
stuff,  and  not  only  will  your  mind  cease 
to  gain  new  power,  but,  like  an  arm  car- 
ried in  a sling,  it  will  lose  the  ability  it 
now  has  to  grapple  with  difficulty. 
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“ ’Tis  not  the  grapes  of  Canaan  that  repay. 
But  the  high  faith  that  fadeth  not  away/’ 

We  should  never  feel  that  we  have 
reached  the  limit  of  our  ability,  but  rather 
stimulate  our  endeavor  by  the  thought 
that  we  have  a reserve  fund  of  power  for  a 
last  emergency. 

The  individual  character  and  life  are 
greatly  dependent  on  one’s  thoughts. 
“Our  life,”  said  Marcus  Aurelius,  “is 
what  our  thoughts  make  it.”  No  truer 
word  was  ever  spoken.  The  thoughts  we 
cherish  may  mar  or  magnify  the  beauty 
of  our  lives.  Hearken  to  Paul:  “What- 
soever things  are  true,  whatsoever  things 
are  honorable,  whatsoever  things  are  just, 
whatsoever  things  are  pure,  whatsoever 
things  are  lovely,  whatsoever  things  are 
of  good  report:  if  there  be  any  virtue,  if 
there  be  any  praise,  think  on  these  things.” 
It  is  worth  noting  that  we  are  not  urged 
to  strive  for  the  attainment  of  these  ex- 
cellent graces,  truth,  honor,  justice,  pur- 
ity, beauty,  and  loveliness.  “Think  on 
these  things”  is  all  the  Apostle  asks  of  us. 
He  knew  well  that  if  the  thoughts  are 
right,  the  character  will  take  care  of  itself. 
The  conduct  and  life  will  praduallv  be- 
come assimilated  to  the  quality  of  the  pre- 
vailing thought. 

Cherish  nure  thoughts,  noble  ideals,  and 
your  life  will  be  pure  and  noble.  Great 
deeds  are  the  fruit  of  noble  thoughts. 
Nobility  of  life  cannot  be  attained  by  imi- 
tating a pattern  or  by  external  conformity 
to  rule.  Character  is  not  something  to  be 
put  on.  It  is  a growth,  but  it  does  not 
grow  by  mere  accretion  on  the  outside, 
like  a snowball  which  a boy  rolls  over  the 
damp  snow.  It  is  an  interstitial  growth, 
like  that  of  a tree — a development  that 
comes  from  the  assimilation  of  nourish- 
ment. 

“Think  on  these  things.”  There  are 
two  great  classes  of  thought,  the  good  and 


the  bad.  Beware  of  evil  thoughts,  for 
they  tend  to  all  that  is  base,  ignoble,  and 
destructive.  No  man  ever  fell  by  a sud- 
den plunge  from  the  path  of  rectitude  and 
virtue  to  an  abyss  of  vice  and  shame.  It 
may  look  like  this  sometimes.  Yesterday 
the  character  appeared  fair  and  beautiful; 
to-day  it  is  an  unsightly  thing,  a hone  e-s 
ruin.  Could  we  but  have  read  the  history 
of  the  mind  life,  we  should  have  marked 
beneath  the  surface  a gradual  process  of 
degeneration,  begun  and  carried  on  by  the 
untoward  action  of  vile  thoughts.  Thus 
as  we  noted  the  weakening  of  the  founda- 
tions of  virtue,  we  should  have  been  pre- 
pared to  see  at  any  moment  the  giving 
way  of  the  weakened  supports  and  the  fall- 
ing in  of  the  superstructure. 

The  little  things  of  life  are  an  index  of 
the  great  things.  “He  that  is  faithful  in 
that  which  is  least  is  faithful  also  in 
much.”  Or  as  in  Jacotot’s  paradox — 
“Everything  is  in  everything.”  The  prin- 
ciples which  underlie  the  constitution  of 
the  universe  pervade  every  portion  of  mat- 
ter. Gravity  is  inherent  in  the  smallest 
pebble  as  well  as  in  the  earth  and  the 
still  greater  sun. 

“That  very  law  that  moulds  a tear 

And  bids  it  trickle  from  its  source. 
That  law  preserves  the  earth  a sphere, 

And  guides  the  planets  in  their 
course.” 

In  the  snowflake  are  illustrated  the 
physical  laws  that  govern  the  world. 
Given  the  smallest  arc  of  a circle,  and  the 
mathematician  is  able  to  complete  the  fig- 
ure. So  is  the  whole  character  revealed 
in  the  little  incidents  of  life.  Emerson 
says:  “Human  character  evermore  pub- 
lishes itself.  If  we  act,  by  our  action  we 
show  what  we  are;  equally  so  if  we  do 
not  act.  So  too,  if  we  speak  or  keep  si- 
lence.” It  is  not  easy  to  assume  a char- 
acter and  pass  for  what  we  are  not — at 
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least  for  any  long  time.  The  ass  on  the 
lion’s  skin  is  known  by  his  voice.  Pre- 
tension is  soon  stripped  of  its  mask. 

Loud  noise  and  violent  demonstration 
do  not  indicate  strength.  Even  school 
hoys  are  not  frightened  in  this  way.  The 
man  may  be  very  tall  and  very  large,  he 
may  have  a very  strong  voice,  and  speak 
very  loud,  and  he  may  tell  what  terrible 
things  he  will  do,  but  the  bovs  are  not 
alarmed.  They  easily  discover  what  ma- 
terial he  is  made  of — sand  or  putty.  The 
Lord  said  to  Elijah:  “Go  forth  and  stand 
upon  the  mount  of  the  Lord.  And  be- 
hold the  Lord  passed  by,  and  a great  and 
strong  wind  rent  the  mountains  and 
broke  in  pieces  the  rocks  before  the  Lord, 
but  the  Lord  was  not  in  the  wind;  and 
after  the  wind  an  earthquake,  but  the  Lord 
was  not  in  the  earthquake;  and  after  the 
earthouake  a fire,  but  the  Lord  was  not 
in  the  fire;  and  after  the  tire  a still  small 
voice.”  It  was  then  that  Elijah,  overcome 
by  the  Divine  presence,  wrapped  his  face 
in  His  mantle  and  waited  for  the  Lord's 
bidding. 

Our  pathway  in  life  is  ever  beset  with 
difficulties,  and  we  need  great  strength  to 
meet  them.  A strong  will  is  the  principal 
thing.  “As  a man  thinketh  in  his  heart 
so  is  he.”  The  man  is  strong  because  he 
believes  he  is  strong.  With  weak  will 
power  one  holds  nothing  firmly.  The 
weakling  runs  away  from  the  obstacle 
that  opposes  him,  or  he  yields  to  it  and  is 
run  over.  The  man  of  strong  will  stands 
erect  against  the  world,  fights  until  the 
foe  is  worn  out  and  victory  is  won. 

Work  implies  a series  of  acts.  The 
strength  which  achieves  does  not  always 
accomplish  its  purpose  by  a simple  mighty 
effort.  Its  motto  is:  “Let  patience  have 
her  perfect  work.”  The  Greek  word  for 
patience  means  holding  out  to  the  end. 
After  all  her  sisters,  weary  and  discour- 
aged with  unsuccessful  effort,  have  rur 


away,  leaving  the  work  unfinished,  she  re- 
mains at  her  post,  perplexed,  it  may  be, 
but  not  in  despair;  east  down,  but  not  de- 
stroyed, willing  and  ready  to  try  again. 
The  perfect  work  of  patience  implies  the 
strength  and  trace  of  stick-to-it-iveness  of 
holding  on  to  the  end,  till  the  task  is 
finished. 

With  the  memory  of  battles  fought,  of 
old  struggles  and  self-sacrifice,  one  may 
feel  a shrinking  from  new  encounters,  and 
begin  to  wonder  if  this  arduous  uphill 
path  will  not  by  and  bv  lead  to  Elysian 
fields,  where  one  without  toil  or  task  ever- 
more may  bask  on  flowery  beds  of  ease. 
Question  and  answer  thus  find  beautiful 
expression : 

“ ‘Does  the  road  wind  up  hill  all  the  way?’ 
‘Yes,  to  the  end.’ 

‘Will  the  day’s  journey  take  the  whole 
long  day?’ 

‘From  morn  till  night,  my  friend.’” 

Such  a prospect  might  seem  discourag- 
ing and  portend  inevitable  failure.  And  so 
indeed  it  would  were  the  conflict  wholly 
our  own.  But  there  is  a never  failing 
source  of  strength.  “Be  strong  in  the 
grace  that  is  in  Christ  Jesus.”  “In  Me  is 
thy  help  found.”  “Even  the  youths  shall 
faint  and  be  weary,  and  the  young  men 
shall  utterly  fall,  but  they  that  trust  in 
the  Lord  shall  renew  their  strength.” 

J.  B.  Calkin. 

Truro , Nova  Scotia. 

HOME  MISSIONS. 

The  cause  of  Home  Missions  appeals  to 
two  of  the  noblest  passions  of  the  human 
heart — love  of  God,  and  love  of  country. 
Beligion  and  patriotism  both  belong,  when 
they  are  pure,  to  the  unselfish  side  of 
man’s  nature.  They  both  spring  from 
generous,  ideal  motives ; they  offer  an  es- 
cape from  the  narrow,  mean  routine  of  a 
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self-centered  life;  they  have  their  flower 
and  fruit  in  personal  consecration  and 
sacrifice. 

Poor,  indeed,  is  the  man  who  does  not 
know  the  liberating  and  ennobling  power 
of  these  two  passions.  The  man  without 
a country  is  an  exile  in  the  universe. 
The  man  without  a God  is  an  orphan 
for  eternity. 

It  is  not  good  for  either  of  these  pas- 
sions to  be  alone.  Religion  by  itself  has 
a tendency  to  become  mystical,  visionary, 
“other-worldly.”  It  needs  to  be  human- 
ized and  taught  to  express  itself  in  terms 
of  duty  and  devotion.  Patriotism,  on 
the  other  hand,  if  it  be  untouched  by  re- 
ligion, tends  to  become  narrow,  crude, 
and  low  in  its  aims.  It  sinks  into  a form 
of  tribal  selfishness.  It  degenerates  at  last 
into  mere  lust  of  power,  greed  of  gold, 
thirst  of  fame.  It  needs  to  have  its  am- 
bitions cleansed,  its  aims  elevated,  its  ef- 
forts inspired  and  guided  by  allegiance 
to  a better  country. 

Earthly  citizenship  ought  to  be  allied 
to  heavenly  citizenship,  for  the  glory  of 
God  in  the  good  of  the  world. 

We  need  more  religion  in  our  politics 
and  less  politics  in  our  religion. 

Man’s  life  is  noblest  when  it  is  conse- 
crated to  the  task  of  making  his  country 
a part  of  the  kingdom  of  God. 

There  is  no  country  in  the  world  that 
is  not  continually  exposed  to  great  and 
imminent  dangers  on  the  spiritual  side. 
Our  own  country,  which  has  become,  in 
the  providence  of  God,  the  richest  and 
strongest  among  the  nations,  is  not  there- 
fore exempt  from  perils,  but  rather  ex- 
posed to  larger  and  more  deadly  dangers. 
It  needs  to  be  saved — saved  from  the 
idolatry  of  wealth,  which  rots  away  the 
moral  fibre  of  a people;  saved  from  the 
pride  of  power,  which  degenerates  into 
tyranny  and  cruelty;  saved  from  the  peril 
of  a political  system  which  admits  the 


ignorant  masses  to  vote  without  thinking, 
and  leaves  the  indolent  classes  to  think 
without  voting;  saved  from  the  concen- 
tration of  influence  in  the  hands  of  those 
who  acknowledge  no  ethical  standard  of 
public  action;  saved  from  the  fatal  weak- 
ness of  a generation  of  voters  who  grow 
up  without  reverence  for  God’s  eternal 
laws  of  righteousness  and  mercy ; saved 
from  the  confusion  of  a social  life 
without  a soul;  saved  from  the  fierce  con- 
flict between  “the  Haves”  and  “the  Have- 
nots”  which  will  surely  come  if  either 
class  forgets  religion  and  lives  only  for 
what  it  can  get  out  of  this  world ; saved 
from  the  downward  thrust,  the  inward 
principle  of  decay — I care  not  what  you 
call  it — which  has  brought  low  so  many 
mighty  nations,  and  which,  if  it  be  not 
checked  and  counteracted,  must  in- 
evitably produce  a false  Americanism, 
selfish,  sensual,  boastful,  reckless,  hard, 
oppressive,  immensely  powerful  for  evil. 

The  only  safeguard  against  these  dan- 
gers lies  in  the  knowledge,  fear  and  love 
of  the  living  God  as  He  is  revealed  by 
Jesus  Christ.  Who  can  doubt  that  the 
prevalence  of  real  Christianity  in  the 
hearts  of  the  people  would  purify  and 
protect  our  country? 

The  first  duty  that  the  Church  owes  to 
the  State  is  to  leaven  the  life  of  the  peo- 
ple with  religion.  The  springs  of  public 
action  are  hidden  in  private  souls.  A 
Christian  family  is  a solid  stone  in  the 
nation’s  wall  of  defence.  Where  the  Ten 
Commandments  and  the  four  Gospels  are 
honestly  accepted,  peace,  order  and  hap- 
piness prevail,  and  liberty  is  safe. 

The  American  Presbyterian  Church 
has  always  been  a patriotic  Church,  from 
the  days  of  the  Revolution  until  now.  Be- 
lieving in  the  doctrine  of  election,  she  has 
confessed  that  the  first  and  the  final  proof 
of  election  is  service.  No  service  that  she 
has  rendered  to  the  United  States  has 
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been  so  great  as  the  steady,  patient,  per- 
sistent, generous  work  of  Home  Missions 
for  a hundred  years.  Every  one  of  her 
missionaries,  preaching  the  gospel  of 
Christ,  and  testifying,  on  His  authority, 
to  the  obligations  of  honesty  and  truth- 
fulness, the  duties  of  purity  and  sobriety, 
the  virtues  of  charity  and  helpfulness, 
the  sanctity  of  the  family,  the  necessity 
of  a Sabbath  in  the  life  of  man — reason- 
ing of  righteousness,  and  temperance, 
and  judgment  to  come — has  been  a true 
and  valuable  servant  of  the  State. 

If  Presbyterianism  is  to  hold  its  place 
as  a force  in  the  life  of  America,  this 
work  of  Home  Missions  must  be  con- 
tinued and  enlarged.  A shrinking  en- 
terprise, nowadays,  is  a dying  enterprise. 
New  territory,  new  population,  means 
new  opportunity.  New  opportunity 
means  a new  responsibility  and  a new 
test  of  litness.  The  urgent  need  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  to-day  is  a baptism 
of  the  evangelical  spirit.  There  are  some 
things  to  remember,  some  things  to  for- 
get, and  all  things  to  hope.  The  cure  for 
controversy  is  common  work. 

Our  motto  for  the  twentieth  century 
should  be  this: 

Not  a new  gospel,  but  more  gospel. — 
Henry  Van  Dyke,  D.D.,  in  the  Interior. 

THE  NATIVE  CHAIRMAN’S  AD- 
DRESS. 

In  Antananarivo,  the  capital  of  Mada- 
gascar, and  the  chief  centre  of  all  the  mis- 
sionary operations  in  the  island,  meetings 
are  held  twice  a year  which,  in  their  char- 
acter and  object,  bear  a very  close  resem- 
blance to  the  meetings  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Union  of  England  and  Wales. 

The  chairman  of  the  Assembly  is  alter- 
nately one  of  the  missionaries  and  a native 
Christian  worker.  This  year,  a native 
pastor,  Rainitiaray  by  name,  occupies  the 
position  of  honor.  The  address  which  he 


gave  in  the  Ampamarinana  Memorial 
Church,  on  Thursday  morning,  April  l-7th, 
was  listened  to  with  profound  attention 
and  deep  interest  by  the  pastors,  evangel- 
ists, teachers  and  delegates  who  were  gath- 
ered together  there — probably  more  than 
1,600  in  number. 

The  subject  chosen  by  Rainitiaray  was : 
“Those  By  Whom  We  Are  Watched.”  I 
left  Antananarivo  within  a week  of  sitting 
by  his  side  and  hearing  the  address,  but 
the  printed  report  has  followed  me  to  this 
country,  and  thinking  that  there  are  those 
among  the  readers  of  The  Chronicle  who 
will  be  interested  to  learn  what  a Malagasy 
chairman  of  so  large  and  important  an  as- 
sembly said  to  his  brethren,  I have  pleas- 
ure in  giving  below  a free  translation  of 
parts  of  the  first  division  of  his  address. 
The  whole  would  occupy  too  much  space. 

1.  We  are  watched  by  the  Master  of  the 
work. — God  has  not  ceased  to  think  of 
mankind,  but  His  interest  in  us  continues, 
and  has  even  increased  since  He  gave  His 
Beloved  Son.  When  God  looks  at  us  He 
should  see  three  things  in  us. 

1.  He  should  see  that  we  are  willing  to 

tale  up  work. — The  true  servant  of  God 
is  not  a person  of  great  faith  only ; he  must 
be  active  in  service  also,  for  faith  in  God 
becomes  like  a mainspring  within  a man, 
and  will  not  allow  him  to  stand  idle.  There 
are  some  who  consider  themselves  servants 
of  God,  but  who,  nevertheless,  are  indolent 
and  lazy.  They  only  say  about  every 
scheme : “That’s  the  work  of  the  evan- 

gelist,” or  “That’s  the  duty  of  the  minis- 
ter.” Let  us  imitate  the  devotion  of  our 
Divine  Leader.  He  never  rested  until  His 
task  was  accomplished.  Give  yourselves 
up  heartily  to  service  for  the  Lord,  for 
among  those  who  are  really  His  there 
should  not  be  one  who  simply  gives  orders 
to  others,  or  who  is  merely  a looker-on. 

2.  And  then,  when  God  looks  at  us,  He 
should  see  in  us  holy  persistence  in  the 
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work  which  we  have  undertaken.  We 
ought  never  to  give  way  to  feelings  of  de- 
spondency, or  to  think  of  running  away  to 
find  a place  where  the  ground  is  easier  to 
work.  But  at  the  same  time  our  persis- 
tence should  be  marked  by  four  qualities 
which  contrast  it  with  the  obstinacy  of  a 
fool. 

(i.)  Love  to  the  Master  shoutd  animate 
vis. — Christian  work  cannot  be  properly 
done  if  the  worker  does  not  love  the  Mas- 
ter. The  worker  wanted  is  not  one  who 
is  ready  to  serve,  or  who  will  even  put  up 
with  hardships,  in  the  hope  of  receiving 
tenpence  a day  for  wages ; but  he  should  be 
a true  child,  who  serves  his  Father  from 
disinterested  love  for  Him.  My  friends ! 
let  love  to  God  be  a consuming  fire  in  our 
hearts  in  whatever  service  we  undertake. 
Love  is  a power  before  which  all  diffi- 
culties vanish. 

(ii.)  A conviction  should  be  in  us  that , 
if  the  work  is  done , the  result  will  be  good. 
— Before  engaging  in  any  service  we  ought 
to  have  an  eye  to  what  will  be  the  result  of 
our  labors.  We  ought  to  be  like  the  ar- 
chitect who  knows  what  the  finished  house 
will  he  even  before  the  foundation  is  laid. 
There  is  not  the  least  hesitation  as  to  what 
will  be  the  result  of  Christian  work,  and 
we  ought  not  to  spend  money  and  strength 
if  we  are  not  honestly  convinced  that  the 
result  will  be  eternal  life  to  those  who  re- 
ceive the  Gospel.  A person  taking  part 
in  Christian  work,  but  who  has  no  right 
conception  of  what  the  outcome  will  be,  is 
like  a man  who  takes  a leap  in  the  dark. 

(iii.)  A firm  persuasion  that  the  work 
which  we  undertake  is  the  will  of  God 
ought  also  to  characterize  us. — This  will 
give  us  confidence  in  our  persistency. 
Blowing  trumpets  of  rams’  horns  and 
shouting  with  a great  shout,  as  the  Israel- 
ites did  while  marching  around  the  walls 
of  Jericho,  was  not  a very  inspiriting 
method  of  tactics,  and  perhaps  it  seemed  a 


little  ridiculous  to  Joshua.  The  people  in 
the  town,  too,  probably  looked  upon  the 
troops  of  Jehovah  as  an  army  of  fools. 
Joshua  was,  however,  firmly  persuaded 
that  he  was  doing  God’s  will,  and  so  he 
carried  out  the  manoeuvre,  and  the  result 
was  that  they  took  the  city.  The  work  we 
are  engaged  in  is  God’s,  and  He  has  com- 
manded it  to  be  done.  The  means  for  its 
accomplishment  are  such  as  it  pleases  Him 
to  order  to  be  used.  The  carrying  out  of 
the  work  in  the  most  successful  manner, 
that  is  our  responsibility. 

(iv.)  One  thing  more.  Faith  that  God 
is  with  the  worker  should  be  strong  in  us. 
— Our  duty  is  indeed  to  carry  out  in  detail 
the  orders  that  have  been  given  to  us ; but, 
at  the  same  time,  none  can  boast  that  the 
successful  issue  is  the  result  of  his  un- 
aided efforts.  The  worker  who  says  that 
the  success  is  due  to  his  own  wisdom  and 
skill  is  a fool.  If  he  is  a wise  person  he 
will  remember  who  has  been  with  him, 
causing  the  wind  to  blow,  and  the  showers 
to  fall,  and  the  warm  sun  to  shine. 

3.  And  then,  again,  when  God  looks 
at  us  He  ought  to  find  in  us  a desire  to 
spread  IHs  Word  through  the  length  and 
breadth  of  this  land. — The  husbandman 
goes  into  the  fields  in  springtime,  not  only 
carrying  his  spade  and  the  manure,  and 
with  his  mind  made  up  to  work  the  soil 
well,  and  with  anticipations  of  eating  or 
selling  the  crop  after  harvest,  but  he  has 
also  inward  desires  such  as  these : May 

the  rains  fall  in  their  season ! May  the 
year  be  a fruitful  one ! May  famine  be 
unknown ! And  our  Divine  Master  does 
not  only  look  to  see  the  sweat  on  the 
laborer’s  brow,  or  to  witness  his  readiness 
to  serve,  but  He  is  pleased  also  with  the 
silent  yearnings  of  the  heart.  The  laborer 
who  has  the  desire  of  which  I am  speak- 
ing has  learned  of  the  Lord  of  the  Vine- 
yard, and  can  offer  with  honesty  the 
prayer : “Thy  Kingdom  come.” 
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Some  persons  engage  in  Christian  work 
in  order  that  they  may  be  well  thought  of ; 
others  do  so  to  secure  applause  for  their 
abilities  and  to  get  honor  on  account  of  the 
amount  of  work  they  get  through.  Do  not, 
however,  be  mistaken.  Whoever  puts  his 
hands  to  Christian  work  without  any  sin- 
cere desire  for  the  spread  of  the  Gospel  is 
only  like  a hired  servant  who  in  his  heart 
longs  for  the  evening  of  the  day  to  come. 
The  fervency  of  our  desires  is  one  of  the 
things  which  moves  the  heart  to  work  and 
opens  the  hands  to  give.  Fervent  desires 
in  the  heart  lead  to  practical,  earnest 
efforts. — Rev.  J.  Pearce,  in  London  Chron- 
icle. 

THE  IMPERIALISM  OF  THE 
GOSPEL. 

“You  are  set  on  filling  the  world  with 
the  knowledge  of  the  Gospel;  my  ruling 
purpose  is  the  extension  of  the  British 
Empire.”  So  Cecil  Rhodes  is  reported  to 
have  summed  up  the  difference  between 
General  Booth  and  himself.  The  saying 
is  characteristic  not  only  of  the  man,  but 
of  the  present  hour.  “Imperialism”  is 
in  the  air;  we  are  all  breathing  it,  and 
most  are  being  influenced  by  it  in  one 
way  or  another.  The  question  is  whether 
it  is  influencing  us  for  good  or  for  evil. 
As  a vague  instinct,  it  is  simply  a feeling 
for  bigness,  for  things  on  a large  and  in- 
clusive scale,  for  expansion  of  what  is  as- 
sumed to  be  worth  expanding,  but  with 
some  impatience  of  questions  as  to  means 
where  these  involve  self-denial  in  detail 
and  what  it  is  too  apt  to  style  an  “unc- 
tuous rectitude.”  Yet  in  the  raw  mate- 
rial of  such  an  emotion,  there  are  great 
potencies. 

The  aim  of  the  present  paper  is  not  to 
balance  the  good  and  bad  elements  in  the 
Imperial  spirit  as  it  is  working  like  leaven 
around  us;  but  rather  to  ask  whether  it 
has  no  lesson  for  those  who  in  their  heart 


of  hearts  believe  that  the  gospel  is  the 
most  vital  thing  in  the  world,  and  there- 
fore that  which  ought  to  awaken  the  ex- 
pansive spirit  of  a divine  and  humane 
Imperialism.  The  danger  of  British  Im- 
perialism is,  in  the  last  resort,  its  very 
narrowness.  In  its  more  sordid  forms, 
it  is  the  narrowness  of  the  Stock  Ex- 
change and  the  bondholder  viewing  all 
men,  and  especially,  “natives,”  as  means 
to  the  summum  honurn  of  British  gold. 
But  even  in  its  nobler  current  forms  it  is 
a race  narrowness,  putting  the  Briton  into 
rivalry  with  other  types  of  manhood  in 
such  a way  as  to  care  too  little  what  hap- 
pens to  the  rest,  so  long  as  our  own  race 
comes  to  the  top  in  the  struggle.  In 
every  form  save  the  essentially  Christian 
it  is  narrower  than  man,  and  so  a serious 
rival  to  the  noblest  ideal;  for  the  “per- 
version of  the  best  is  worst  of  all.”  It  is, 
however,  the  truth  in  a half-truth  that 
gives  it  its  start,  and  it  is  our  privilege  to 
claim  for  God  and  His  Kingdom  “the 
soul  of  good”  even  in  things  partly  evil. 

Specially  so  is  it  in  the  present  case, 
for  the  gospel  is  the  original  and  authentic 
Imperialism.  This  is  literal,  historic 
fact.  It  was  the  universal  side  of  Israel’s 
Messianic  Hope  that  first  hinted  the  in- 
clusion of  all  men  in  one  commonweal  of 
divine  unity  and  peace.  It  was  He  who 
put  into  His  disciples’  lips,  as  supreme 
petition,  “Thy  kingdom  come,”  who  first 
gave  this  full  expression  and  set  it  on  its 
course  of  conquest.  How  wonderfully 
His  Gospel  expanded  and  unfolded  its  im- 
perial or  universal  scope,  in  the  face  of 
worldly  forces  and  by  the  intrinsic  might 
of  higher  life  and  strong  endurance,  the 
martyr-Church  of  the  first  three  centuries 
is  witness.  A little  later,  St.  Paul’s  great 
statement  of  his  Master's  imperial  thought 
of  human  history  received  yet  fuller  for- 
mulation, to  the  imagination  of  mankind 
at  large,  in  Augustine’s  dream  of  the  City 
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of  God  among  men  in  this  world,  a dream 
which  came  to  partial  but  mixed  fulfil- 
ment in  the  Holy  Roman  Empire  of  the 
Middle  Ages  at  their  height. 

But  all  these  pale  before  the  imperial 
sweep  of  the  Holy  Kingdom  of  God 
throughout  “every  tribe  and  tongue  and 
people  and  nation”  as  it  spreads  out  to 
the  modern  mind  to-day.  Here  is  an 
“end  of  ends,”  a motive  of  motives,  a pas- 
sion for  God’s  worldwide  humanity,  to  fill 
the  most  imperial  of  souls  and  kindle 
rightfully  an  absolute  devotion. 

And  here  we  come  to  the  point  of  the 
analogy.  When  we  compare  the  large- 
hearted  devotion  of  a man  of  the  world, 
like  Rhodes,  to  his  master-idea,  the  Brit- 
ish Empire  as  an  empire  of  this  world, 
necessarily  excluding  many  from  its  con- 
cern or  crushing  them  in  its  march,  not 
caring  for  the  diviner  aspects  of  the  man- 
hood even  of  those  whom  it  includes ; when 
we  compare  such  devotion  to  such  a cause 
as  expressed  in  his  original  and  striking 
last  will  and  testament — embodying  his 
confession  of  faith,  as  most  men’s  wills 
must — we  have  much  to  stir  and  humble 
us  as  Christians. 

Why  is  it  that  the  Kingdom  of  God 
and  its  expansion  call  forth  so  little  en- 
thusiasm and  self-sacrifice,  as  measured 
by  Christian  liberality,  compared  with  its 
demands,  so  direct  and  clear  to  the  sim- 
plest mind?  Because  Christians  do  not 
believe  in  the  Divine  Kingdom  among 
men  as  the  supreme  ideal  of  the  Sovereign 
of  this  world,  the  King  of  earth’s  races, 
as  Rhodes  believed  in  the  British  Empire 
as  a prime  factor  in  the  earthly  well-being 
of  humanity.  No  other  meaning  can  be 
read  out  of  the  facts.  The  bulk  of  pro- 
fessing Christians,  the  bulk  even  of  true 
Christians,  have  a poor,  stunted  notion  of 
the  ideal  they  really  cherish  as  supreme 
and  daily  mention  in  prayer,  and  a petty 
notion  of  the  claims  it  has  to  the  sacrifice 


of  any  one  who  thinks  even  fairly,  not  to 
say  worthily,  of  its  sovereign  and  ever 
clamant  demands. 

Let  us  bring  the  matter  yet  nearer 
home.  We  who  are  more  specially  bound 
to  the  London  Missionary  Society,  as  the 
natural  channel  for  our  constant  and  un- 
remitting efforts  for  Christ’s  Kingdom  of 
true  freedom  and  order,  with  which  alone 
the  noblest  of  imperial  instincts  and  pas- 
sions can  ever  rest  content — we  are  at  this 
moment  challenged  to  prove  how  much  we 
believe  our  belief,  and  love  our  Lord.  And 
in  the  light  of  the  recent  exhibition  of 
how  a great  man  of  this  world  can  love 
the  wider  aspects  of  this  world’s  life,  and 
prove  it  by  his  works,  the  challange  gains 
strange  point,  “Lovest  thou  Me  more  than 
these?”  “Shepherd  my  poor  sheep.” 

We  have  been  able  merely  to  suggest  a 
serious  and  heart-searching  comparison. 
Let  each  take  this  seed-thought,  the  gos- 
pel as  the  divine  object  answering  to  the 
divinely-implanted  instinct  for  sublime 
objects  of  devotion  and  sacrifice;  and  let  it 
expand  in  imagination  and  conscience. 
He  that  now  becomes  ashamed  of  petty 
sacrifices  hitherto  thought  adequate,  he 
shall  not  be  put  to  shame  when  the  day 
of  unveiling  arrives.  To  some  the  un- 
veiling will  come  even  here,  when  their 
last  will  and  testament  reveals  what  they 
thought  of  the  wider  Kingdom  relative  to 
their  means  and  their  special  duties  at 
home.  To  all  it  will  come  in  the  nearer 
presence-chamber  of  the  only  Potentate. 
To  none  of  us  may  it  bring  eternal  shame, 
that  we  lived  in  days  when  men  spoke  of 
“Imperial”  interests  and  the  horizon  sen- 
sibly enlarged  about  us,  while  yet  we 
failed  to  “redeem  the  opportunity”  for 
God  and  His  sovereign  Gospel  to  every 
creature. — Prof.  Vernon  Bartlet,  in 
London  Chronicle  for  May,  1902. 
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THE  BRAVE  MORAVIAN. 

It  is  narrated  of  a Moravian.  I know 
not  if  in  any  other  name  of  Christians 
could  be  found  an  instance  that  can 
parallel  this : 

A Moravian  Christian  heard  of  the  suf- 
ferings of  the  West  India  slaves,  and  de- 
sired to  be  a missionary  to  them ; but  when 
he  reached  them,  he  found  they  were 
driven  to  the  field  so  early,  and  came  home 
so  late,  that  there  was  no  life  or  strength 
in  them  to  listen  to  his  instructions; 
neither  did  they  believe  that  any  man 
whose  face  was  white  had  a heart  that  was 
other  than  black  and  they  would  not  listen 
to  him ; and  he  found,  at  last,  that  there 
was  no  way  to  preach  to  them  unless  he 


preached  to  them  in  their  sufferings  while 
he  suffered  with  them  himself.  He  sold 
himself,  and  was  driven  afield  with  them 
that  while  he  suffered  and  toiled  as  they 
did,  he  might  have  opportunity  to  preach 
to  them  the  unsearchable  riches  of  Christ. 
Now,  I ask  if  there  reigns  a king  upon 
his  throne  that  was  so  lordly,  so  large  a 
man  as  that  poor  sweating  Moravian,  who, 
for  the  sake  of  serving  these  poor,  miser- 
able, dying  slaves  in  the  field,  had  sold 
himself  into  like  estate  to  preach  the 
riches  of  Christ?  The  largest  conception 
of  manhood  is  that  which  knows  how  to 
take  itself,  as  though  of  no  consequence  to 
itself,  but  of  all  possible  consequence  to 
those  to  whom  it  may  make  itself  an  of- 
fering, a power,  and  an  instruction. 


The  following  is  the  missionary  prayer  of  the  Moravian  Church,  and  it  is  used 
every  Sabbath  in  the  morning  service.  Is  it  strange  that  a church  which  at  every 
service  lifts  this  supplication  should  be  noted  as  a missionary  church  ? 

“ Thou  Light  and  Desire  of  all  nations,  watch  over  Thy  messengers  both  by  land 
and  sea.  Prosper  the  endeavors  of  all  Thy  servants  to  spread  Thy  Gospel  among 
heathen  nations.  Accompany  the  word  of  their  testimony  concerning  Thy  atonement 
with  demonstration  of  the  Spirit  and  of  power.  Bless  our  congregations  gathered 
from  among  the  heathen.  Keep  them  as  the  apple  of  Thine  eye.  Have  mercy  on  Thy 
ancient  covenant  people,  the  Jews.  Deliver  them  from  their  blindness.  And  bring 
all  nations  to  the  saving  knowledge  of  Thee.  Let  the  seed  of  Israel  praise  the  Lord. 
Yea,  let  all  the  nations  praise  Him.  Give  to  Thy  people  open  doors  to  preach  the 
Gospel,  and  set  them  to  Thy  praise  on  earth.  Amen.” 


A great  deal  is  said  and  written  in  these  days  about  beauty,  and  as  never  before 
women  are  counselled  about  the  care  of  the  skin,  the  teeth,  the  hair  and  the  general 
hygiene  which  ensures  a perfect  physique.  There  is  a secret  of  beauty  which  goes 
deeper  than  any  of  these  things  ; it  is  the  possession  of  a happy  heart  and  a sweet 
serenity  of  temper.  The  soul  writes  its  own  lines  on  the  face.  She  who  lives  calmly 
and  unselfishly,  who  begins  and  ends  the  day  with  God,  who  thinks  high  thoughts 
and  communes  with  the  Unseen,  who  is  pure  in  heart  and  restrained  in  emotion,  and 
gentle  to  all,  will  inevitably  grow  beautiful.  For  beauty  is  not  a thing  put  on  from 
the  outside ; it  is  developed  from  within,  and  the  plainest  may  in  time  grow  comely 
if  the  heart  be  right  with  God. — Ex. 


Much  good  is  done  by  persons  of  great  energy,  but  as  much  by  persons  of  sweet 
will.  For  energy  is  at  times  in  danger  of  provoking  opposition,  but  gentleness  wins 
upon  its  object  unawares. — R.  W.  Barbour. 


Editorial  Notes. 


63 


EDITORIAL  NOTES. 


— Olive  Trees  lias  to  thank  many  of  its 
readers  for  prompt  renewals  and  the  names 
of  new  subscribers.  If  the  few  who  have 
not  paid  for  1902  will  send  ojie  dollar, 
their  credit  shall  be  advanced  to  the  end 
of  this  year,  and  there  will  be  no  need  of 
sending  out  bills.  Address: 

E.  M.  SOMMERVILLE, 

327  W.  56th  St., 

New  York. 

— At  the  bi-monthly  meeting  of  the 
Board  of  Foreign  Missions,  Tuesday,  Jan. 
20,  1903,  the  following  minute  was  placed 
on  the  Eecords : 

The  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  of  the 
Eeformed  Presbyterian  Church  desire  to 
place  on  record  their  high  appreciation  of 
the  religious  life  and  courtesy  of  our  late 
associate,  Mr.  Eobert  McNeill,  who  was 
called  from  associations  on  earth  to  those 
of  the  Heavenly,  more  intimate  with  that 
Saviour  whose  cause  he  loved  and  endeav- 
ored to  promote  by  personal  effort  among 
the  unsaved,  and  by  associated  efforts  in 
the  Church  of  God.  His  membership  in 
this  Board  was  not  long;  but  his  thoughts 
and  counsel  were  wise,  and  always  liberal, 
and  helpful.  While  expressing  our  deep 
regret  that  he  is  not  now  with  us  in  our 
work,  we  rejoice  that  his  record  was  so 
clear  that  the  cheerful  acquiescence  in  the 
Divine  Will  is  readily  made. 

Our  sympathies  to  his  wife  and  family 
are  most  affectionately  tendered. 

Andrew  Alexander, 

Chairman. 

F.  M.  Foster, 

Recording  Secretary. 

— At  the  same  meeting  of  the  Board,  a 
very  touching  letter  was  read  from  Eev.  J. 
Boggs  Dodds,  in  which  he  asked  to  be  re- 


lieved from  service  in  Suadia,  as,  in  his 
judgment,  longer  residence  in  that  field 
would  be  fatal  to  Mrs.  Dodds  and  their 
son,  Torrence.  This  request  was  accom- 
panied with  a very  satisfactory  letter  from 
Dr.  J.  M.  Balph,  in  which  he  expresses 
the  opinion  that  retirement  from  the  work 
is  necessary  under  the  circumstances, 
“the  successful  treatment  of  Mrs.  Dodds 
demanding  conditions  that  do  not  exist  in 
Suadia.”  “I  am  very  sorry,”  he  writes, 
“for  Mr.  Dodds  and  family  in  the  sreat 
disappointment  that  it  will  be  for  them  to 
be  compelled  to  leave  the  work,  and  for  the 
loss  that  the  work  will  sustain,  and  for 
the  discouragement  that  it  will  be  to  the 
Board  and  the  Home  Church.  But  I have 
tried  not  to  let  any  of  these  things  in- 
fluence me  in  giving  an  opinion  in  regard 
to  the  matter.” 

In  his  letter  Dr.  Balph  says : “It  would 
be  more  favorable  for  Mrs.  Dodds  if  she 
was  so  situated  that  she  could  have  lively 
and  congenial  companionship  and  more 
varied  surroundings  than  are  to  be  found 
in  Suadia.  It  is  barely  possible  that  re- 
moval to  some  other  part  of  the  field  might 
be  productive  of  good  results.”  This  state- 
ment led  the  Secretary  to  write  at  once 
suggesting  a transfer  to  Cynrus  as  a pos- 
sible solution  of  the  difficulty.  And  the 
Board  resolved,  in  case  such  transfer  was 
not  deemed  prudent,  to  accept  the  resig- 
nation and  make  arrangements  for  the  re- 
turn of  the  family  to  America  as  soon  as 
practicable. 

The  retirement  of  Mr.  Dodds  leaves 
Suadia  without  a minister  at  a time  when 
the  work  is  in  a most  promising  condition. 
The  Board  has  instructed  Eev.  C.  A. 
Dodds  to  remove  to  that  field  that  Miss 
Cunningham  may  not  be  left  alone  and 
that  there  may  be  regular  preaching,  until 
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some  one  can  be  fonncl  to  take  permanent 
charge.  Bnt  this  will  leave  Bev.  James  S. 
Stewart  without  assistance  in  Latakia, 
where  no  one  man  can  do  the  work  re- 
quired of  him  in  that  center  and  its  out 
stations  without  injury  to  his  health. 

Ever}r  one  must  see  that  the  Syrian 
M ission  calls  for  immediate  reinforce- 
ment. If  Mr.  Dodds  must  return  to  this 
country,  at  least  three  ministers  will  be 
needed  to  meet  the  demands  of  the  hour. 
And  yet  no  one  seems  in  a position  to  go. 
The  Secretary  lias  been  in  correspondence 
with  many  of  the  most  devoted  young 
ministers  in  the  Church,  only  to  find  that, 
while  they  are  willing,  and  in  some  cases 
eager,  to  go,  obstacles,  among  which  may 
be  named  personal  and  family  afflictions, 
lie  in  the  way.  There  should  be  more 
prayer  to  Him  who  alone  can  thrust  out 
laborers. 

— With  renewal  to  Olive  Trees  for 
1903.  Mrs.  M.  J.  Waite,  of  Toll  House, 
California,  enclosed  twenty-five  dollars, 
to  be  divided  equally  among  the  Syrian, 
Chinese,  Indian,  Southern  and  Jewish 
Missions.  Bev.  S;  J.  Crowe,  of  Warren, 
0..  also  sent  fifteen  dollars  and  fifty  cents 
to  be  annlied  on  the  Foreign  Mission  debt. 
These  contributions,  with  ten  dollars, 
received  from  INI rs.  William  Torrens,  of 
Xew  York,  for  the  missionary  operations 
of  the  Church,  have  been  passed  on  to  the 
Treasurers. 

—Olive  Trees  acknowledges  receiving 
from  the  Sabbath  School  connected  with 
the  Second  Church,  Boston,  Mass., 
through  its  treasurer,  Mr.  J.  H.  Douthart, 
twenty-five  dollars,  balance  of  fifty 
pledged  for  the  support  of  a native  teacher 
in  Syria. 

— Since  last  report  the  following  con- 
tributions have  been  received  from  the 


young  women  of  the  Beformed  Presby- 
terian Church  towards  the  salary  of  their 


missionary  for  1903 : 

Miss  Jennie  B.  Torrence,  Tak 

Hing,  China $3. 6.1 

Mrs.  J.  C.  Taylor,  E.  Craftsbury, 

Yt  5.20 

Mrs.  M.  E.  Latimer,  Bose  Point, 

Pa  5.20 

Mrs.  John  Turbitt,  Xew  York  City  5.20 
Mrs.  T.  G.  Graham,  Olathe,  Kan.  5.20 
Miss  Maud  Graham  (deceased) 

Olathe,  Kan 3.65 

Mrs.  M.  E.  McKee,  Clarinda,  la. . 10.00 

Miss  Maggie  Bobinson,  Dresden, 

0 5.00 

Mrs.  Williamson,  Cambridge, 

Mass  3.65 

lit iss  Mary  Ella  Gilchrist,  E.  Mere- 
dith, X.  Y 3.65 

Miss  Lizzie  Iluey,  Olathe,  Kan. . . 3.65 

Miss  Eliza  Cannon,  Wvman,  la..  5.20 
From  the  ministers  towards  the  salary 
of  their  missionary  for  1903 : 

Bev.  J.  C.  Taylor,  E.  Craftsbury, 

Yt $10.00 

Memorial  of  Bev.  D.  McKee 15.00 


— The  Fleming  H.  Bevell  Co.,  Xew 
York,  Chicago  and  Toronto,  has  sent  us 
An  Uncrowned  Queen.  By  Bernice 
Babcock.  Price,  75  cents ; and 

The  Gentle  Art  of  Making  Happy.  By 
G.  II.  Morrison,  M.  A.  Price,  35  cents. 

The  former  is  the  life-story  of  Miss 
Frances  E.  Willard.  Fascinating  as  a 
romance,  an  inspiration  to  a good  life  and 
noble  deeds.  Bead  it,  and  commend  to 
the  young. 

The  second  book  is  a little  volume  of 
essays,  simple,  novel  and  suggestive,  on 
such  catching  themes  as  “The  Deep  Sig- 
nificance of  the  Usual,”  “The  Sweet  Doc- 
trine of  the  Second  Mile,”  “The  Illumi- 
native Power  of  Immediate  Action,”  and 
“The  Evil  Philosophy  of  the  Clean  Stall.” 


MAP  OF  THE  MISSION  FIELDS  PRESB  Y ^EWA^CHUILCH 

IN  SYRIA,  THE  ISLAND  OF  CYPRUS,  AND 
ADJOINING  PARTS  OF  TURKEY  IN  ASIA.... 

This  map  is  about  60  x 65  inches  in  size,  conforms  to  the  best  geographical  authorities  and  the 
workmanship  is  in  all  respects  of  standard  quality. 

It  indicates  by  distinctive  legends  the  location  and  relative  importance  of  towns  or  villages 
where  schools  are  or  have  been  in  operation. 

The  regular  price  of  the  map  is  $3.00. 

Sabbath  Schools  can  have  It  lor  $2.00  and  13  cents  for  postage. 
ADDRESS 

OLIVE  TREES,  327  West  56th  Street,  New  York. 


mj1ATTJ1T7  A PHT  T TpO  TP  The  only  College  in  the 
LtIIjIN  lb  V A UUJuJuJIiLtJIi.  U.  S.  under  control  of  the 
Reformed  Presbyterian  Synod,  O.  S. 

NEW  COURSES,  Our  papers  accepted  at  Columbia,  Princeton,  Cornell,  Michigan 

NEW  FACILITIES,  University.  Better  work  is  being  done,  year  by  year. 

NEW  BUILDINGS,  Children  of  Clergymen  Have  Tuition  at  Half  Rates. 

Write  for  particulars  to 

W.  P.  JOHNSTON,  Pres. 

BEAVER  FALLS,  PA. 


WILLIAM  R.  JENKINS, 
Publisher,  Bookseller,  Stationer  and  Printer, 
Publisher  and  Importer  of  FRENCH  BOOKS. 

851  & 853  SIXTH  AVENUE, 

V.  W.  Cor.  of  48th  Street.  'N’TC  W Y ORK. 

CARD  IKGUYIKG,  STAMPING,  WEDDING  INVITATIONS, 

WOTXJHE8  AND  FIOTUKU  FBAMINGt. 
SEND  FOR  CATALOGUE. 

MACKEOWN’S 

EYESIGHT  TESTING  ROOMS  for  SPECTACLES. 

NEW  YORK: 

24  EAST  42d  STREET.  Branch,  16  JOHN  STREET. 

Telephone,  6643-38th  St.  Telephone,  956-Cortlandt. 

The  downtown  branch  will  be  a great  convenience  fo 
many  of  our  patrons  who  find  it  difficult  to  come  to  our 
uptown  rooms,  and  especially  to  those  who  travel  by 
the  downtown  ferries. 

Glasses  made  at  one  place  can  be  duplicated  or  re- 
paired at  the  other,  either  by  mail,  telegram  or  ’phone. 

J.  J.  IRACKEOWN. 


Telephone,  2700  Franklin  Establlehed  1800 

The  J.  W.  Pratt  Co. 

Printers  and  .... 
Manufacturing  Stationers 

52  to  58  DUANE  STREET 

NEW  YORK 

Robeut  L.  McCLtm.  Telephone.  1377 — 36th  »t. 

WM.  MeCLEAN’S  SON, 

Funeral  Director,  . 

Licensed  Embalmer 

B69  SEVENTH  AVENUE, 


Bet.  hoth.  and  hist  Street*.  NEW  YORK. 

WPITF  JAMES  s*  TIBBY,  Pittsburg,  Pa.  (P.  O. 

^ Box  1022),  when  you  want  the  following  COVE- 
=====  NANTER  LITERATURE: 


PSALTERS,  OLD  AND  NEW  VERSION  PSALMS. 

BOOK  OP  TESTIMONY  AND  DISCIPLINE. 

COVENANT  AND  PASTORAL  LETTER. 

MEMORIAL  VOLUME. 

CAo™?£FJLOF  PROFESSORS  AND  STUDENTS  OF  THE 
SJbMINARY, 

PSALM  SELECTIONS  FOR  CONVENTIONS  AND  SCHOOLS. 


Holiday  Goods 

REDUCED 


In  every  department  on  every  floor  there  are  hundreds  and 
thousands  of  useful  and  ornamental  articles  eminently  suitable  for 
presents — which  belong  particularly  to  the  holiday  season  and 
which  we  naturally  desire  to  close  out.  Instead  of  waiting  till 
later,  as  is  customary,  we  take  time  by  the  forelock  and  make  radical  , 
and  sweeping  reductions  now.  So  that  you  have  the  opportunity 
to  secure  any  number  of  elegant  gifts  AT  THE  LOWEST 
PRICES  EVER  QUOTED. 

- - "T 

CHINA  AND  AMERICAN  CUT  CLASS 
FANCY  GOODS,  DOLLS,  SILVER  NOVEL- 
TIES 

BRUSH,  COMB  AND  MIRROR  SETS 
FANCY  STATIONERY  AND  BOOKS 
HANDKERCHIEFS,  UMBRELLAS,  Etc.,  Etc. 

Sixth  Ave.,  20th  to  21st  St.,  M.  y._ 


